New  Mission  News 


COMFORTING  THE  AFFLICTED  AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFORTABLE  SINCE  1980  • February  1997 


Mission  artist  Bill  Churchwar  explores  intrinsic  links  between  jewelry  and  history.  (See  article  on  Page  18) 


Missionscene  by  artist  Ben  Dominguez 


Enterprise  Community  Project 

Tenant  groups  funded  to  push  for 
code  enforcement  in  SRO  hotels 


Sunrisers  with  their  favorite  mayor.  Photo:  Arthur  Hudson 

Smooth  stepping  by  Sunrise 


by  Kurt  Bier 

WALKING  INTO  THE  MISSION 
Hotel  is  like  walking  into  a 1950’s 
refrigerator;  the  walls  are  rounded  and  mus- 
tard yellow,  smeared  with  brown  and  red 
...stuff.  There’s  rock  solid  grime  in  the  cor- 
ners. Polished  floors  look  no  different  than 
unpolished  floors.  Plexiglas  shower  doors 

Mission  faces  up 
to  welfare  cuts 

by  Adam  SaveLsky 

NO  LATER  THAN  JULY  1,  STATE 
governments  must  begin  operating 
under  new  federal  law  that  ends  sixty  years 
of  cash  aid  for  the  poor,  requires  able  bod- 
ied citizens  to  work  after  two  years  and  lim- 
its lifetime  benefits  to  five  years.  In  return, 
the  federal  government  will  provide  block 
grants  that  will  lock  in  spending  at  or  near 
current  levels,  making  it  difficult  for  state 
officials  to  respond  to  varying  conditions 
that  might  occur. 

With  no  more  federal  entitlement  for 
individuals  or  families,  states  are  left  virtu- 
ally free  to  determine  where  federal  dollars 
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are  black  with  mold  and  hallways  smell  of 
month-old  tuna. 

Until  recently,  the  hotel's  residents  en- 
dured these  conditions  for  one  simple  rea- 
son — they  had  no  choice.  Housing  code 
violations  at  SRO  (Single  Resident  Occu- 
pancy) hotels  were  a low  priority  for  city 
agencies  like  the  Department  of  Building 
Inspection  (DBI).  Local  non-profit  groups, 
like  the  Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration (MHDC),  also  affected  change  at 
a ponderously  slow  rate,  due  in  part,  to  the 
blind  eye  the  City  turned  toward  the  Mis- 
sion and  its  difficulties. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  shackle  hobbling 
change  was  a lack  of  coordination  among 
groups  addressing  issues  of  tenant's  rights. 
Hotel  owners  easily  weathered  brief  and 
halfhearted  attempts  by  groups  like  the  DBI 
or  Health  Department  to  enforce  the  hous- 
ing codes.  Like  the  pigs  versus  the  Big  Bad 
Wolf  but  with  their  ethical  motives  reversed, 
owners  thumbed  their  noses  at  most  inspec- 
tors, who  scampered  around  their  buildings 
citing  violations,  knowing  that  city  agencies 
were  full  of  hot  air.  Without  a consistent 
enforcement  mechanism  or  coordinated  ef- 
forts by  tenant  advocacy  groups,  owners 
seemed  to  forget  that  tenants  rights  even 
existed,  so  egregious  was  their  neglect. 

When  you  have  a heart  attack,  your  heart 
stops  beating  because  its  rhythm  is  off.  To 
Continued  on  Page  8 


by  David  Spero 

IT’S  5:30  A.M.  ON  MISSION  STREET 
AND  THERE’S  A LIGHT  RAIN.  The  City 
sleeps  but  Javier  Valencia,  Hector  Mendoza 
and  Armando  Chavez  are  out  creating  big 
clouds  of  steam,  blasting  decades  of  crud 
from  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  Bruno's  Res- 
taurant. In  two  hours  they  will  be  studying 
at  Mission  High  School  but  now.  dressed  in 
yellow  waterproof  suits,  they  are  here  to 
clean  scum  and  stains,  knock  loose  gum  and 
then,  sweep  it  all  away  in  a blast  of  240  de- 


gree water.  When  they  ’re  done,  they  remove 
the  trash  and  this  section  of  ancient  Mis- 
sion sidewalk  looks  like  new,  thanks  to  an 
exciting  new  business.  Sunrise  Sidewalk 
Cleaners. 

“I  took  this  job  because  I’m  dedicated  to 
doing  something  for  the  community,”  says 
Aracelis  Fernandez,  one  of  two  Sunrise  su- 
pervisors, both  under  twenty  years  of  age. 
Fernandez  is  silling  in  the  Sunrise  office  at 
Columbia  Park  Boys'  and  Girls’  Club  on 
Guerrero  Street.  Pictures  of  the  twelve  Staff- 
Continued  on  Page  14 


WHO'S  A GANGSTA? 
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Did  you  know... 

about  SI  out  of  every  $10  you  spend 
on  food  goes  toward  packaging! 

All  steel,  aluminum,  and  glass 
containers  contain  between  25%  and 
50%  recycled  content. 

Participating 
Local  Stores: 


Close  the 

Recycling 

Loop: 

• Choose  recycled  packaging: 
steel,  aluminum  & glass. 

• Look  for  “Made  with 
Recycled  Content’*  on 
products  & packaging. 

Reduce 

Waste: 

• Choose  less  packaging. 

• Reuse  bags,  containers 
and  products. 

Save  up 
to  65% 

by  choosing  products  with 
less  packaging. 


Bell  Market,  Cala  Foods,  Go-Go  Corner  Market, 
Good  Life  Grocery,  Rainbow  Grocery  Cooperative, 
Safeway,  Inc. 

For  more  information  call  1-800-953-4400. 

In  S.  F.  call  554-RECYCLE. 

Sponsored  by  Bay  Area  cities  and  counties,  the  California 
Department  of  Conservation,  the  Steel  Recycling  Institute 
and  Pacific  Bell  Directory. 


Ever  Wish  You 
Had  a Hotline 
to  a Doctor 
Who'd  Really  Listen? 
Free? 

Here  it  is! 


The  Family  Physician  Hotline 

1 888  4 FAM  DOC 


1 888  432  6362 

One  Day  Only  — Saturday,  February  8,  1997 

8 AM  - 4 PM 


As  a public  service  during  the  California  Academy  of  Family  Physicians'  Annual 
Scientific  Assembly  in  San  Francisco,  a special,  free  "hotline"  will  be  open  to  any  one 
who  would  like  to  call  and  speak  to  a Family  Physician  about  any  medical  issue. 
Doctors  will  be  available  one  day  only,  from  8 am  to  4 pm,  on  Saturday,  February  8. 
All  calls  are  free  and  confidential. 


Family  physicians  are  unique  in  that  they  are  trained  and  qualified  to  work  in  all 


major  medical  areas,  treat  up  to  90  percent  of  all  conditions,  and  care  for  all  family 


members:  men,  women,  the  elderly,  and  children  of  all  ages. 


The  Family  Physician  Hotline  is  conducted 
by  the  California  Academy  of  Family 
Physicians  with  support  from  Brown  & 
Toland  Medical  Croup,  a Partnership  of 
Doctors  from  UCSF  and  California  Pacific. 


I c i [VuVr,  BROWN  *TOLAND 

family  medical  cioup 

PHYSICIANS  A IV.-W.ii.  .1  Cfecun  i—.  UCS»  Olitemu 


STAY  WARM  THIS  WINTER 

California  law  requires  that  all 
rental  units  have  adequate  heat. 

San  Francisco  law  requires 
that  all  apartments  and  hotels  be 
heated  to  at  least  68  °F 
between  5-11:00  a.m.  and  3-10:00  p.m. 

If  you  are  a PROPERTY  OWNER,  and  your  tenant  does  not  have  adequate 
heat,  you  are  responsible  for  addressing  this  problem  as  soon  as  possible. 

Make  sure  the  heat  is  on  and  pilot  light  is  lit. 

■+'  Respond  to  your  tenants'  notification  of  a heating  problem  and  fix  it 
within  48  hours. 

For  further  assistance,  call: 

San  Francisco  Apartment  Association  255-2288. 

If  you  are  a TENANT  living  without  adequate  heat,  inform  your  landlord  in 
writing  of  the  problem,  and  if  you  do  not  receive  a prompt  response,  call: 

The  Housing  Rights  Committee  749-3700  (English  and  Chinese)  or 
The  St.  Peter's  Housing  Committee  487-9203  (se  habla  Español). 
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Fire  at  Historic  St.  Peter’s  Church 


MODERN  TIMES  BOOKSTORE 

I J ULI  A 1 


lALVAREZi 


JULIA  ALVAREZ 

Tüesday,  February  4th,  7:30  pm 

For  a Reading  and  Book  Signing  of  Her  Latest  Novel 


888  Valencia  Street  in  S.F.  / 415-282-9246 
Open  Mon  thru  Sat  11-9  and  Sun  11-6 
h ttp://www.mtbs.co  m 

Pick  up  our  monthly  calendar  of  FREE  author  events 


TAO  YIN 

Chinese  Restaurant 


• Open  7 Days 

• Visa/MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 


HOURS 

OPEN: 


Free 
Tel:  285-4926 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $10.00 


Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  lo  9:30  P.1V1. 
Friday  thru  Saturday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  - 10:00  PM. 


1 5 20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


¡ All  You  Can  Eat  Buffet  $4. 

Monday  thru  Friday  1 1 a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


I 

I 

I 


- 


A fire  of  origins  yet  to  be  determined 
ravaged  St.  Peter’s  Church  on  the  eve- 
ning of  January  18  and  on  into  the  follow- 
ing morning.  At  press  time  it  was  not 
known  if  St.  Peter’s,  a focal  point  of  Mis- 
sion community  life  for  the  past  118 
years,  could  be  restored  or  would  have  to 
be  demolished  and  rebuilt.  However,  the 
parish’s  resilient  spirit  was  demonstrated 
when,  just  hours  after  the  flames  were 
extinguished,  mass  was  held  in  an  ad- 
jacent facility  known  as  the  "yellow  build- 
ing." 

A month  long  engineering  study  is 
now  underway  to  evaluate  the  extent  of 
the  damage,  but  one  thing  is  already 
clear:  parishioners  are  faced  with  an 
enormous  task.  San  Francisco 
Archbishop  William  Levada  has  assured 
them  of  the  support  of  the  Archdiocese. 
"Beyond  the  promise  of  my  prayers,  I 
want  them  to  know  that  the  resources  of 
the  Archdiocese  are  available  to  assist 
them  in  the  difficult  task  of  rebuilding," 
he  said. 


On  January  21,  priests  from  the  eight 
surrounding  parishes  that  constitute  the 
Mission  Deanery,  met  with  St.  Peter’s 
parish  administrator,  Father  Jose 
Chavarin,  to  offer  their  buildings  for 
weddings,  funerals  and  parish  celebra- 
tions. 

St.  Peter’s  has  also  received  hundreds 
of  calls  of  concern  from  people  in  the 
Mission  and  elsewhere  with  ties  to  St. 
Peter’s  Church  or  schools.  "Almost  every 
call  we  get  is  from  a parishioner,  alumni 
or  friend  of  St.  Peter’s,"  said  Mercy  Sister 
Marian  Rose  Power. 

The  St.  Peter’s  Rebuilding  Fund  has 
been  established  at  the  Bank  of  America 
at  24th  and  Bryant  Streets.  The  fund’s 
sole  purpose  is  the  restoration  or 
rebuilding  of  the  church. 

Donations  can  be  sent  directly  to: 

The  St.  Peter’s  Rebuilding  Fund 

File  73149 

PO  box  60000 

San  Francisco,  CA  94160-3149 


Public  Meeting  to  Review  the  Mission’s 
Enterprise  Community  Programs 

Saturday,  February  22  11am  to  1pm 

446  Valencia  Street 

(Intersection  for  the  Arts) 

This  meeting  will  provide  the  community-at-large  with  an  overview  of  cur- 
rently funded  programs,  the  selection  process  and  their  present  status. 

For  more  information  call  339-8167 


Fast.  Free  Delivery  last  ef  Twin  Peaks 
Try  any  ef  snr  Specialty  Pinas: 

1.  MEXICAN:  ciarba.  rai  aappars.  castas . a ralvlatf  beans 

2.  ITAIIAI:  salami,  papparaal.  ■asferaaais.  a saasaaa 
1.  PEST8:  pasta,  splaaci.  aalaa  a fata  cfeaasa 

A.  VE6ETABIAN:  ■■sNraaMS.  aalaa.  pappars.  taaiata  a allias 
1IMIT  IN!  PIZZA  PIN  CPIPPN  E1PIIES  3/31-+TAX 


PASTA  AND 
PRAWNS: 

Frasti  rad  prams, 
saataai  vlth  parllc 
aaN  aalaa.  With 
■arlaara  saaca. 
vegetables  a pasta. 
$5.51 


FRIDA  S PIZZA 

24TH&  MISSION  ST. 

TO  ORDER:  920-0899 
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I’ve  Been  There 

I never  really  was  a delinquent  type  of 
gang  member;  I was  more  like  the  mel- 
low, kick-back  kind  of  "G".  I guess  my  real 
purpose  for  ever  being  in  a gang  was 
because  I was  trying  to  find  a solution  to 
all  the  frustration  and  abuse  that  was 
going  on  at  home  as  a kid.  I just  grew  up 
with  anger  in  my  state  of  mind,  waiting 
for  my  revenge  or  some  kind  of  payback. 
And  sometimes,  when  you’re  young  and 
stubborn,  it  doesn’t  really  help  when 
adults  are  trying  to  kick  some  advice  to 
you. 

I always  did  the  opposite  of  what  I was 
told,  having  words  go  into  one  ear  and 
out  the  other.  All  this  conflict  just  mis- 
lead me  over  to  the  wrong  side.  At  times. 
I’d  feel  that  I didn’t  have  any  guidance, 
but  when  it  was  in  my  face,  my  ignorance 
wouldn’t  let  me  realize  it. 

I gave  myself  into  this  negative  life  as 
a way  to  exhale,  becoming  an  alcoholic 
and  smoker,  but  never  went  over  to  the 
famous  cannabis.  Got  myself  into  a lot  of 
fights,  but  it  was  always  with  my  own 
kind,  not  my  rivals.  It  was  certainly  no  fun 
to  feel  some  homeboy’s  or  homegirl’s  fist 
in  my  stomach  or  face.  Physical  abuse  is 
not  fun!  Neither  is  verbal  abuse. 

Then  there  was  the  humiliation  of 
emotional  and  mental  abuse  that  came 
with  false  love  that  always  turns  foul  in 
the  end.  Twice  a homeboy  turned  his  pit 
bull  on  me.  Each  time  I was  bitten.  That 
wasn’t  funny  either. 

I got  sick  a lot  from  pulling  all- 
nighters.  I got  strep  throat  twice  from 
drinking  hard  liquor  and  doing  a lot  of 
heavy  smoking.  Several  times,  I was  near- 
ly killed  in  car  crashes.  One  time,  the  car 
tires  squealed  so  fast  that  sparks  were 
shooting  out. 

Then,  of  course,  were  all  those 
famous  drive-by*s,  when  everybody  runs 
so  fast  that  you  forget  your  name,  as  you 
duck  wherever  is  most  clever,  but  never 
safe.  I was  never  shot  or  stabbed  or 
clubbed,  but  many  times  I witnessed  this 


and  Done  That 

happening  to  others.  I could  never 
believe  what  I was  seeing.  Still,  to  this 
day,  I have  nightmares  about  all  that 
crazy  shit 

There’s  also  been  a lot  of  other  in- 
timate secrets  of  mine  that  have  hap- 
pened to  me,  that  affected  me  deeply. 
When  I felt  that  all  of  these  experiences 
were  accumulating,  I began  to  grow  up 
and  to  feel  anxious  about  the  whole  prob- 
lem of  being  in  a gang.  And  some  religion 
started  kicking  in  through  my  soul,  and  I 
began  to  realize  as  long  as  I could  keep  a 
strong  faith  and  belief  in  the  Lord,  I could 
get  out  of  this  gang  thing. 

All  this  conflict  about  being  in  a gang 
was  probably  a sign  from  God;  I guess  He 
knew  what  kind  of  person  I really  was  and 
He  was  just  trying  to  help  me  find  a way 
out.  Maybe  it  wasn’t  meant  for  me  to  be 
a gang  member.  Or  maybe  they  weren’t 
meant  to  be  in  my  life.  I guess  a real  gang 
member  is  someone  who  becomes  strictly 
dedicated  into  that  type  of  life,  knowing 
that  they’ll  either  end  up  in  jail  or  end  up 
dead. 

I was  always  cautious  about  illegal 
shit;  never  really  wanted  to  get  caught  up 
in  a serious  rapture  that  I wouldn’t  be 
capable  of  getting  out  of.  Maybe  I was 
just  meant  to  be  myself.  Because  I’m  not 
so  fond  of  being  a follower.  I’ll  just  be  a 
leader  about  myself,  having  my  own  style, 
my  own  kind  of  thing  to  remain  unique. 

So  I now  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for 
helping  me  emerge  from  this  compli- 
cated life  style  I once  lived.  I feel  I’ve  paid 
all  my  dues  and  the  punishment  that  a 
gang  life  brings  is  over.  Now  I live  happi- 
ly, surrounded  by  my  loved  ones  who  are 
my  family  and  friends.  And  only  they  will 
always  understand  what  I’ve  been 
through,  and  why  it  happened  and  why  I 
did  it.  They  will  always  believe  in  me,  like 
I always  believe  in  them.  They  are  true  to 
me  even  though  Tve  been  there  and 
done  that" 


Bike  Lane  Rebuttal 

Editor: 

We  wish  to  correct  the  erroneous  in- 
formation in  "The  Bike  Lane  Betrayal" 
[by  Mary  Brown]  in  the  December  issue 
of  New  Mission  News.  The  article  cor- 
rectly states  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Valencia  Street  project  is  to  remove  the 
median  and  widen  each  of  the  right  lanes 
of  Valencia  Street  by  two  and  one-half 
feet  to  improve  bicycle  safety  and  reduce 
the  risk  of  cyclists  getting  "doored"  by 
parked  cars.  However,  the  author  incor- 
rectly states  that  bicyclists  will  have  to 
swerve  around  the  pedestrian  islands  at 
each  intersection.  The  plan  for  improv- 
ing bicycling  conditions  on  Valencia 
Street  (which  was  crafted  with  a great 
deal  of  public  input,  including  a well-at- 
tended community  meeting  which  was 
publicized  in  the  February  1994  issue  of 
New  Mission  News),  calls  for  removing 
the  entire  median,  including  the 
pedestrian  islands.  Bicyclists  will  have  no 
need  to  swerve. 

We  also  disagree  with  the  assertion 
that  this  project  will  cause  an  increase  in 
the  volume  and  speed  of  traffic  on  Valen- 
cia Street.  On  the  contrary,  the  goal  of 
this  project  is  to  encourage  cycling  on 
Valencia  Street  without  impacting  traffic 
congestion  or  diverting  traffic  onto  other 
Mission  District  streets.  This  is  one  of 
many  projects  that  the  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  is  undertaking  to  im- 
prove conditions  for  bicyclists 
throughout  the  city.  We  invite  your 
reporters  to  discuss  this  and  other  pro- 
bicycle projects  with  our  planning  staff 
(as  they  have  in  the  past)  prior  to  drawing 
misinformed  conclusions. 

Sincerely, 

Bond  M.  Yee 

Bureau  Chief,  Traffic 


Mary  Brown  Responds 

I certainly  am  relieved  to  hear  the 
DPT  has  decided  against  pursuing  plans 
to  add  dangerous  pedestrian  islands  at 
Valencia  St.  intersections.  Many  older  or 
slower  folks  in  the  neighborhood 
probably  won’t  be  as  excited.  A recent 
report  from  the  San  Francisco  Health 
Department  found  that  the  City’s 
pedestrian  death  rate  is  more  than 
double  the  national  average  for  those 
over  75.  Furthermore,  most  of  these 
older  pedestrians  are  hit  by  cars  while 
they  are  using  a crosswalk,  at  an  intersec- 
tion during  the  day.  Clearly,  some  sort  of 
pedestrian  safety  island  is  needed.  It’s 
also  extremely  obvious  to  anyone  who’s 
actually  ridden  a bicycle  down  Valencia 
that  much  more  than  two  and  one-half 
feet  is  needed  for  a buffer  between 
parked  cars  and  car  traffic  that  routinely 
ignores  the  25  m.p.h.  speed  limit  I also 
strongly  disagree  with  your  contention 
that  the  volume  and  speed  of  Valencia 
traffic  will  not  be  affected  by  the  new 
lights  and  re-striping. 

A simple  way  to  accommodate  both 
pedestrian  and  cyclist  safety  needs  is  to 
remove  one  car  lane  in  each  direction  and 
apply  the  space  to  left  hand  turn  pockets, 
bike  lanes  and  a landscaped  center  safety 
median  for  pedestrians.  Six  lanes,  includ- 
ing parking,  are  currently  devoted  to  cars 
on  Valencia.  Cyclists  have  been  cam- 
paigning for  years  to  get  safe  bike  lanes 
but  adding  two  and  one-half  feet  just  isn’t 
enough  to  reduce  accidents.  On  pages  3 
through  30  of  the  San  Francisco  Bicycle 
Plan  put  out  by  DPT,  it  also  states  that  to 
improve  cyclist  safety,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  removing  car  lanes. 

I invite  all  the  traffic  engineers  at 
DPT  to  abandon  their  traffic  flow  charts 
and  statistics  for  the  afternoon  and  in- 
stead, ride  bikes  around  the  City.  Aside 
from  having  a great  time,  a much  clearer 
vision  of  bicycle  safety  and  spatial  needs 
will  probably  emerge. 


CYNTHIA 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Open  Monday  - Saturday  9-5 


& 


Robert  C Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstortf,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  97 4-8980 


^ \ ÍTVlrt  II 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 
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Who’s  A Gangsta? 


SAN  FRANCISCO  HISPANIC  GANGS 


by  Martha  Sanchez-Beswck 

With  deep  wrinkles  on  their 
foreheads,  the  boys  frowned  firmly  at  the 
chart  being  shown  to  them.  "This  is 
bullshit",  said  one.  "It’s  a death  sentence 
for  kids  who  don’t  deserve  to  die." 

"Don  Juan"  and  his  companion  "Con- 
cerned Vato"  (pseudos  they  assumed  for 
the  article),  were  talking  about  the  latest 
"San  Francisco  Hispanic  Gangs  Flow 
Chart",  delineating  the  names  of  gangs, 
their  color  affiliations  and  hangout  areas, 
as  compiled  by  the  S.F.  Police 
Department’s  Gang  Task  Force.  The 
flow  chart  is  part  of  a memorandum 
describing  the  success  of  the  "Buy/Bust 
Program",  in  which  undercover  police  of- 
ficers carried  out  sting  operations  involv- 
ing cocaine  and  marijuana  buys  from 
youngsters  classified  as  gang  members. 

These  two  youths  hang  out  on 
Hampshire  Street  - named  on  the  chart 
as  a gang  area.  "But  we’re  not  a gang,"  said 
Don  Juan.  "It’s  all  about  homies  and 
brotherhood,"  or  rather  the  simple 
gathering  of  kids  who  grew  up  together 
since  they  were  toddlers. 

Mission  District  Police  Captain  A1 
Casciato  agreed  that  Hampshire  is  not  a 
hard-core  gang  and  "probably  should  not 
be  on  the  chart.  Gangs  change  names 
during  different  periods  of  time...  day  to 
day  or  generation  from  generation, 
which  is  about  a two  year  period.  Some 
get  married  or  move  away. 

"We  will  not  arrest  people  [like  Don 
Juan]  and  criminalize  him,"  said  Cas- 
ciato. "Our  definition  of  a gang  — accord- 
ing to  code  186.22  A and  B - is  a group 
that  comes  together  to  do  some  type  of 
illegal  activity.  Ninety  percent  of  those 
we  arrested  during  the  ’Buy/Bust 
Program’  are  hard-core  gang  members 
with  previous  records." 

"There  are  lot  of  good  kids  that  just 
hang  out,"  commented  one  officer  from 
the  GangTask  Force,  who  didn’t  want  his 
name  used.  "Sometimes  they  blend 
together  with  known  gang  members." 

Only  ten  percent  of  the  estimated  700 
gang  members  in  the  Mission  District  are 
considered  hard-core  by  the  police.  "The 
rest  have  to  be  there  for  their  self  protec- 
tion," said  Casciato.  "They  know  no  other 
life.  [They]  have  to  belong  to  something 
to  be  respected." 

Casciato  explained  that  the  "Buy/Bust 
Program"  was  launched  this  year  because 
"we  felt  the  tension  of  their  big-time 
beefs  over  drugs,  and  decided  to  take  out 
the  commodity.  Murder,  aggravated  as- 
sault and  robberies  are  all  related  to 
drugs."  A report  on  the  operation  listed 
a total  of  47  arrests,  ranging  from  felonies 
to  misdemeanors,  for  the  first  two  weeks 

of  January. 

According  to  the  Gang  Task  Force, 
nicest  of  the  profits  made  by  drug  dealing 
are  put  back  into  the  gang  for  weapons  or 
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other  things,  but  kids  like  Don  Juan  and 
Concerned  Vato  said  they  never  heard  of 
drug  dealers  giving  money  to  gangs.  "I 
don’t  think  even  the  Mafia  would  give  up 
their  profits  for  anybody.  Just  because 
you  deal  drugs  doesn’t  automatically 
make  you  a gang  member,"  objected  Con- 
cerned Vato.  "Some  are,  and  some 
aren’t."  He  added  that  he  knows  three 
friends  who  were  recently  arrested  for 
drug  dealing,  but  none  of  them  are  in  a 
gang. 

Activist  Deanne  Berger,  who  has 
spent  many  years  helping  gang  kids,  said 
she  believes  that  the  "Buy/Bust  Program" 
does  nothing  to  help  kids  leave  the  gangs. 
"They  don’t  address  the  issue  of  why  they 
are  there.  Instead  of  arresting  them,  the 
Gang  Task  Force  can  do  what  I’ve  done. 
Take  them  to  movies,  dinner  or  camping 
- things  that  I’ve  seen  really  get  them  out 
of  gangs." 

She  considers  the  use  of  charts  to  be 
an  example  of  misinformation  used  by 
the  Task  Force  that,  in  the  long  run,  does 
criminalize  kids.  "I  live  where  the  so- 
called  Natoma  gang  is,  but  they’ve  all 
grown  up  and  moved  on.  But  now  - be- 
cause of  this  chart  - any  kids  seen  on 
Natoma  will  now  be  considered  a gang 
member,  and  abused  by  the  police  and 
community." 

Don  Juan  agreed:  "All  they  gotta  do 
is  punch  your  name  into  a computer  and 
you’re  screwed  for  life.  You  can’t  even 
walk  down  the  street  because  in  every 
block,  the  cops  hold  you  up  for  a half 
hour  checking  you  out." 

Officials  of  the  Gang  Task  Force  did 
not  dispute  Berger’s  contention  that 
maps  of  gangs  can  be  erroneous.  Charts 
are  used  to  document  activities  and  they 
prefer  that  this  information  remains  dis- 
crete. "While  the  gang  thinks  itself  un- 
known, they  are  easier  to  investigate," 
said  a Task  Force  member.  "Although  we 
want  to  educate  the  public  with  ex- 
posure of  the  gangs,  the  pressure  is  then 
put  on  the  police  to  diffuse  the  ter- 
ritorial challenges  that  usually  follows." 

"Charts  may  bring  in  a segment  of 
the  community  that  is  denying  or  not 
familiar  with  the  gang  situation,  but 
charts  also  lend  to  the  validity  that  rival- 
ry exists  and  groups  begin  to  take  each 
other  " he  continued.  "Other  times, 
gangs  that  are  not  listed  get  their  feel- 
ings hurt  and  violence  begins.  No  map 
is  worth  having  someone  shot  over,  "the 
damage  control  we  have  to  worry 
about." 

Nonetheless,  unlike  Berger,  Task 
Force  members  do  see  the  incarceration 
of  gang  kids  as  necessary  to  curb  violence 
on  the  streets.  They  point  out  that  last 
year,  the  murders,  aggravated  assaults 
and  robberies  committed  by  gang  mem- 
bers have  gone  down,  in  some  cases,  by  as 
much  as  27  percent. 
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Here  Comes  Redevelopment 


The  24th  Street  Revitalization 
Committee  wants  to  bring  Redevelop- 
ment to  the  Mission  District.  A presen- 
tation has  already  made  by  the 
Committee  (chaired  by  Noe  Valley  resi- 
dent Supervisor  Susan  Leal)  to  the  San 
Francisco  Redevelopment  Commission, 
advocating  the  creation  of  a Mission  Dis- 
trict Redevelopment  Survey  Area 
bounded  by  Cesar  Chavez,  21st,  Valencia 
Streets  and  the  101  Freeway. 

At  the  January  14  Redevelopment 
Commission  meeting,  Leal,  along  with 
Brava’s  executive  director  Ellen  Gavin, 
Mission  Neighborhood  Center  board 
member  Jake  Pavlovski  and  24th  Street 
Revitalization  Committee  consultant 
Rene  Velasquez,  made  a presentation 
regarding  the  recent  24th  Street 
Economic  Summit  and  offered  the  n24th 
Street  Economic  Development  Action 
Plan". 

Although  the  issue  of  Redevelop- 
ment in  the  Mission  was  barely  discussed 
at  a September  19%  summit,  Leal  and 
company  still  concluded  that  the  Mission 
District  needs  Redevelopment.  Mission 
resident  Ross  Worden  complained  that 
out  of  the  twenty-five  members  of  24th 
St.  Revitalization  Committee,  only  three 
are  Mission  residents  and  that  the  Mis- 
sion community  was  excluded  from  the 
24th  Street  Committee  discussions  be- 
cause most  of  them  have  been  held  on 
weekday  mornings.  Leal  responded  by 
claiming  that  opposition  to  Redevelop- 
ment in  the  Mission  is  limited  to  a few 
uninformed  people  who  are  afraid  of 
Redevelopment.  She  further  stated  that 
"there  are  many  many  members  of  the 


24th  Street  Revitalization  Committee 
who  are  Mission  residents". 

After  evaluating  a copy  of  the  24th 
Street  Revitalization  Committee  mem- 
bership list,  it  was  clear  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  are  not  Mission  residents 
and  Supervisor  Leal  was  simply  not  tell- 
ing the  truth. 

Redevelopment  is  nothing  more  than 
a process  wherein  the  net  increase  in 
property  taxes  for  a specific  geographic 
area  and  time  period  ("tax  increment") 
are  reallocated  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Redevelop- 
ment Commission.  There  is  no  guarantee 
that  any  of  this  specially  earmarked 
property  tax  money  would  be  spent  in  our 
neighborhood.  Furthermore, 

Redevelopment  will  not  solve  basic 
neighborhood  problems  like  lack  of  jobs, 
street  crime,  public  drunkenness,  and 
graffiti. 

Redevelopment  Commissioner 
James  Morales  commented  at  the 
January  14  Commission  meeting  that 
"Redevelopment  is  not  a panacea  . We 
(the  agency)  can’t  deliver  on  all  of  the 
expectations  raised  by  declaring  large 
areas  of  the  City  ’Redevelopment  Project 
Areas’.  Redevelopment  works  best  when 
narrowly  focused  on  small  areas." 
Morales  also  indicated  his  belief  that 
much  of  the  24th  Street  Action  Plan  can 
be  accomplished  without  being  desig- 
nated a Redevelopment  Survey  Area. 

The  San  Francisco  Redevelopment 
Agency  (SFRA)  developed  a bad  reputa- 
tion in  the  1960’s  and  1970’s  when  sup- 
posed "ghetto"  neighborhoods  were 
destroyed  and  rebuilt  while  allegedly  "un- 
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desirable"  residents  were  displaced  and 
forgotten.  In  recent  decisions  impacting 
the  Mission,  the  SFRA  has  clearly 
demonstrated  its  continuing  arrogance 
and  propensity  to  ignore  the  wishes  of 
residents  and  property  owners  when  it 
suits  their  purpose.  This  was  particularly 
true  regarding  Waldenhouse  at  400 
Alabama  Street  and  the  1010  South  Van 
Ness  Housing  Project. 

If  it  is  possible  to  control  the  broad 
powers  of  the  agency,  Redevelopment 
could  be  a powerful  tool  in  rehabilitating 
the  Mission  District.  However,  it  is  criti- 
cal that  the  Mission  community,  par- 
ticularly its  residents  and  property 
owners,  establish  ground  rules  under 
which  the  SFRA  would  be  allowed  to 
proceed  before  either  a Survey  Area  or  a 
Project  Area  is  approved.  This  is  the  only 
way  to  prevent  actions  like  the  rezoning 
of  large  portions  of  the  Mission  District 

— part  of  the  "24th  Street  Corridor  Plan" 

— or  condemnation  through  eminent 
domain. 

Once  a Redevelopment  Project  Area 
is  created,  the  ultimate  authority  to  allo- 
cate and  spend  much  of  our  property  tax 
money  will  be  vested  in  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Commission.  Citizen’s 
Advisory  Panels  and  so-called  "Consen- 
sus Building  Bodies"  have  no  actual 
power  to  overrule  the  Redevelopment 
Agency.  Even  worse,  if  the  "Corridor 
Plan"  is  approved,  the  primary  power  to 
"advise"  the  Redevelopment  Agency  will 
be  vested  in  the  nonprofit  agencies  of  the 
Mission.  They  are  primary  advocates  for 
Redevelopment,  the  most  likely 
recipients  of  Redevelopment  money  and 
the  only  people  who  are  free  to  attend 
countless  weekday  meetines. 

An  Interminable 
Process 

An  agreement  with  the  SFRA  to  es- 
tablish a Project  Area  is  a long  term 
proposition  - at  least  twenty  years  - and 
one  which  should  not  be  taken  lightly.  It 
is  a huge  commitment  for  a neighbor- 
hood or  larger  community  to  embark  on 
this  path  with  such  a powerful  partner. 
Seed  money  for  new  Redevelopment 


projects  such  as  the  Mission’s  would  have 
to  come  from  the  City’s  General  Fund. 
As  time  passes,  the  SFRA  would  collect 
income  from  the  incremental  increases 
in  the  tax  revenue  from  the  Project  Area. 
This  "tax  increment"  money  is  theoreti- 
cally supposed  to  be  reinvested  in  the 
neighborhood  from  which  it  came  but 
there  is  no  guarantee  that  this  will  occur. 
Historically,  a portion  of  tax  increment 
funds  from  Redevelopment  Project 
Areas  have  remained  in  the  City’s 
General  Fund  and  the  Mission  will  have 
to  lobby  for  any  tax  increment  dollars 
that  it  is  due. 

Full  Disclosure! 

The  proponents  of  Redevelopment 
have  a duty  to  conduct  all  discussions 
regarding  Redevelopment  in  public.  To 
this  point,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  24th  St  Revitalization  Committee 
meetings  regarding  Redevelopment  in 
the  Mission  have  been  held  on  weekday 
mornings  when  most  people  are  out 
working  for  a living. 

The  proponents  of  Redevelopment 
have  a duty  to  expressly  identify  the 
specific  benefits  which  they  or  their  or- 
ganizations wish  to  gain  from 
Redevelopment. 

Since  Redevelopment  entails  a 
process  of  selecting  and  prioritizing 
projects,  it  is  fundamental  that  the 
proponents  of  Redevelopment  disclose 
what  specific  projects  are  high  on  their 
wish  lists. 

The  proponents  of  Redevelopment 
have  represented  to  the  Mission  Com- 
munity that  it  is  possible  to  exercise  ex- 
tensive, legally  binding  control  over  the 
Redevelopment  Agency.  Since  their  con- 
tention directly  contradicts  the  unfor- 
tunate realities  of  the  Western  Addition 

- now  known  as  the  Western  Subtraction 

- and  Yerba  Buena  Center,  the 
proponents  of  Redevelopment  have  a 
duty  to  prove  their  contention  and  iden- 
tify the  controls  which  can  realistically  be 
placed  on  the  Redevelopment  Agency 
prior  to  going  forward  with  a Redevelop- 
ment Survey  Area. 
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Redevelopment:  Decision  Time 


Guest  Opinion  by  Janet  Clyde 


Whether  or  not  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  takes  on  a major  role  in  the  Mis- 
sion is  a very  important  decision  that  will 
be  made  in  the  next  several  months. 
Community  groups  and  individuals  will 
be  determine  if  the  agency  represents  an 
opportunity  to  create  jobs  and  stop  the 
continued  deterioration  of  some  parts  of 
the  neighborhood,  or  if  it  is  yet  another 
heavy-handed  intrusion  by  a powerful 
city  agency  with  a suspect  past. 

The  24th  Street  Revitalization  Com- 
mittee is  organizing  a public  meeting  in 
March  that  will  inform  all  interested  par- 
ties about  the  potential  benefits  and 
downsides  of  Redevelopment.  The  meet- 
ings will  focus  on  the  24th  Street  Cor- 
ridor and  also  include  plans  currently 
under  consideration  by  other  Mission 
District  organizations.  The  committee 
has  always  based  its  plans  on  input  from 
the  community,  a process  that  cul- 
minated in  the  24th  Street  Summit  last 
September  and  resulted  in  an  "Action 
Plan"  for  24th  Street.  That  plan  was 
recently  presented  to  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Commission.  The  invol- 
vement of  the  Redevelopment  Agency  in 
neighborhood  economic  development  is 
now  being  explored  as  a tool  to  enhance 
and  encourage  retail  growth  while 
protecting  existing,  neighborhood  sup- 
ported businesses  along  24th  Street. 

The  24th  Street  Revitalization  Com- 
mittee is  composed  of  merchants,  elected 
officials,  representatives  from  city 
departments,  social  service  providers  and 
residents.  The  committee  has  tried  to  im- 


prove the  economic  life  of  the  24th  Street 
Corridor,  its  bakeries,  produce  markets, 
deli’s,  restaurants  and  retail  stores, 
without  displacing  the  large  working- 
class  and  immigrant  populations.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  business  practices  of  some 
of  the  liquor  stores  and  bars,  and  the 
open  drug  dealing  on  the  street,  make 
every  project  to  improve  the  area  a strug- 
gle. Since  the  Diamond  Club  on  24th  and 
Harrison  Streets  closed,  their  landlord 
Mission  Neighborhood  Centers  has  been 
approached  by  two  potential  tenants:  a 
check-cashing  outfit  and  a smoke  shop  - 
both  of  which  were  turned  down.  Many 
of  us  believe  that  if  the  corridor  and  the 
neighborhood  were  improved,  higher 
quality  businesses  would  seek  to  locate 
here. 

Anyone  living  along  the  24th  Street 
Corridor  knows  there  is  much  to  do. 
Reading  the  Action  Plan,  I wonder  how 
we  will  pay  for  it  all,  especially  the  social 
service  pieces.  Welfare  reform  will  in- 
crease the  pressure  on  low-income  areas, 
such  as  the  Mission,  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  the  poor  on  a local  level. 
Redevelopment,  through  tax  increment 
dollars  (the  increased  revenue  from 
property  taxes  after  a Redevelopment 
Project  Area  is  declared)  allows  money 
to  be  dedicated  to  neighborhood 
priorities  and  projects  related  to 
economic  development.  Capital  im- 
provements to  sidewalks,  improved 
lighting  and  the  rehabilitation  and 
upgrade  of  buildings  along  the  corridor 
could  be  made  with  these  dollars. 


Nothing,  however,  can  happen 
without  the  informed  consent  of  neigh- 
borhood residents,  businesses  and  social 
service  providers.  The  fear  that 
Redevelopment  will  come  in  and  con- 
demn residential  properties  and  raze  en- 
tire blocks  - as  it  did  in  the  Western 
Addition  - is  widespread.  Everyone 
familiar  with  the  Redevelopment  issue 
knows  it  is  very  controversial.  Many  of  us 
would  not  live  here  had  Redevelopment 
not  been  stopped  25  years  ago,  when 
their  approach  to  poor,  deteriorated 
areas  was  to  destroy  and  replace  them.  It 
should  be  noted,  though,  that  the  times 
and  the  agency  itself  have  changed.  It  is 
important  to  keep  this  in  mind  as  we 
attempt  to  create  a healthy  and  sus- 
tainable neighborhood. 

Mission  Street  has  tremendous 
potential  and  more  deteriorated,  under- 
utilized space  than  24th  Street.  Develop- 
ment of  a major  project  such  as  a 
multiplex  cinema,  along  with  adjacent 
retail  and  infrastructure  upgrades  would 
provide  a boost  to  the  area’s  economy. 

Redevelopment  thoughtfully  used, 
with  strong  input  and  oversight  from 
residents,  merchants  and  service 
providers  in  the  area,  could  help  the 
neighborhood  retain  desirable  busi- 
nesses and  attract  new  ones.  Through 
the  elected  Project  Area  Committee 
(PAC),  it  allows  extraordinary  control  by 
the  neighborhood  over  its  future.  By  law, 
the  election  of  the  PAC  must  be  an  open 
and  community-wide  process,  and  the 
composition  of  its  membership  must  be 
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determined  by  the  neighborhood.  Design 
and  development  details  would  be  over- 
seen by  the  community  at  all  phases,  and 
any  deviation  could  be  stopped.  Many 
people  believe  Redevelopment  means 
the  City  will  take  their  property.  This 
cannot  happen  if  the  community  forbids 
the  use  of  eminent  domain. 

It  will  be  very  difficult  to  bring  the 
neighborhood  to  any  consensus  this 
issue.  The  discussions  will  be  intense  and 
the  need  for  creative  and  decisive  action 
will  become  clearer,  as  welfare  reform 
challenges  us  to  address  the  issues  of 
poverty  at  a local  level.  I believe  that  with 
adequate  preparation  and  input,  we  may 
have  a chance  at  reaching  productive 
conclusions  about  the  best  way  to 
proceed  as  a neighborhood.  Drug  and 
alcohol  treatment  on  demand,  quality 
child  care  for  working  families,  adequate 
educational  and  after-school  programs 
for  youth,  entrepreneurial  and  appren- 
tice opportunities  and,  of  course, ",  jobs, 
jobs!"  are  just  a few  things  on  our 
neighborhood’s  wish  list.  One  program 
or  agency  cannot  provide  "the  solution" 
or  "the  answer,"  and  becoming  a 
Redevelopment  Project  Area  will  not  do 
everything.  It  may  offer  a part  of  that 
solution,  however,  if  we  are  willing  to 
listen  and  ask  questions  and  participate 
in  creating  our  future  together. 


Janet  Clyde  is  a Mission  District 
homeowner  and  a member  of  the  24th 
Street  Revitalization  Committee. 
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reset  that  rhythm,  doctors  will  give  you 
an  electric  shock,  a random  shock  which 
frees  your  heart  from  the  clutches  of  an 
evil,  sickly  patter  and  lets  it  reestablish 
it’s  pattern.  The  Mission  District  recently 
received  such  a shock,  in  the  form  of 
$750,000  from  the  federal  government  to 
fund  projects  that  promote  the  economic 
and  social  health  of  the  community.  The 
program  is  called  the  Enterprise  Com- 
munity, and  a group  of  Mission  residents 
were  elected  to  dole  out  the  money  to 
worthy  projects.  $66,000  went  to  a 
project  called  the  SRO  Collaborative,  a 
tenant’s  rights  juggernaut  pasted 
together  by  desperate  need  and  sudden 
affluence. 

The  520  Agenda 

"This  is  years  of  work  coming  into 
fruition,"  says  Robin  Snyderman  of  the 
MHDC.  Her  organization,  along  with  St. 
Peter’s  Housing  Committee,  San  Fran- 
cisco Safe  and  the  Tenants’  Union,  is  one 
the  five  nonprofits  which  comprise  the 
SRO  Collaborative.  Since  their  incep- 
tion in  the  summer  of  19%,  the  group  has 
already  had  some  success  and  is  in  the 
process  of  taking  on  the  Mission  Hotel, 
where  241  rooms  make  it  the  largest  SRO 
hotel  in  the  Mission.  With  nearly  1100 
calls  for  police  services  between  January 
1 and  December  31st  19%,  the  Mission 


Hotel  is  also  one  of  the  most 
troublesome  properties  in  the  Mission. 

Given  that  two  parties  are  involved 
whenever  a housing  issue  comes  up, 
tenant  and  owner,  the  collaborative 
divides  up  duties  evenly  along  these  lines. 
The  Tenant’s  Union  - true  to  their  most- 
leftist  nature  — organizes  the  tenants.  At 
the  Mission  Hotel,  this  group  has 
adopted  the  moniker  "The  520  Agenda", 
and  meetings  of  eight  or  nine  people  take 
place  to  voice  concerns  and  plan  strategy. 
Once  concerns  are  laid  out,  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee  advises  the  tenants 
on  how  to  receive  services  from  city  agen- 
cies like  the  DBI  or  Department  of 
Health.  St.  Peter’s  is  now  in  a unique 
position  to  provide  such  help.  In  July, 
they  signed  a contract  with  the  DBI  to  be, 
in  effect,  representatives  for  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  Mission.  According  to  direc- 
tor Gloria  Lopez,  "If  an  inspector  is  not 
responsive,  I can  call  their  supervisor  at 
the  DBI  and  ensure  that  the  job  gets 
done." 

The  quid  pro  quo  for  owners  comes 
from  the  MHDC  and  SF  Safe.  The  elder 
statesman  of  housing  renewal  in  the  Mis- 
sion, the  MHDC,  coordinates  the  entire 
effort.  "We  bring  to  the  table  experience 
transforming  troubled  properties  into 
stable  environments,"  quips  Snyderman. 
In  the  past,  the  MHDC  has  bought 
properties  in  order  to  stabilize  them,  but, 
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as  Snyderman  aptly  points  out,  "’l'here’s 
no  way  nonprofits  can  buy  and  fund  all 
the  SRO  hotels  in  the  Mission."  The 
MHDC  bought  the  Altamont  Hotel  in 
1994  and  only  now  feels  that  it  is  stable. 
Just  last  December,  they  purchased  the 
Apollo  Hotel  but  realize  that,  as  with  the 
Altamont,  stabilization  is  a long-term 
goal. 

A Get  Tough  Policy 

A titanium  plated  addition  to  the 
Collaborative’s  arsenal  is  a letter  just 
penned  by  the  City  Attorney,  District  At- 
torney and  Police  Department  stating 
that  stabilizing  SRO  hotels  in  the  Mis- 
sion is  now  "a  priority."  Consulting  with 
hotel  owners  should  become  more  fruit- 
ful with  this  document  in  hand.  Already, 
the  MHDC  has  a verbal  promise  from  the 
owner  of  the  Thor  hotel  to  stop  the  illegal 
practice  of  renting  rooms  by  the  day,  a 
promise  that  - under  pressure  of  the 
official  letter  - may  soon  be  in  a written 
contract.  (The  cooperative  working 
relationship  between  the  District  and 
City  Attorney  is  a unique  one  and  some- 
thing that  came  about  as  a result  of  the 
SRO  Collaborative’s  efforts.) 

San  Francisco  Safe  is  a nonprofit  or- 
ganization that  advises  groups  and  in- 
dividuals in  matters  of  security.  From 
neighborhood  watch  groups  to  property 
owners,  to  people  fearful  for  their  lives, 
SF  Safe  performs  security  surveys,  gives 
lectures  and  offers  solutions  to  security 
problems.  Like  any  community,  SRO 
hotels  have  their  share  of  bad  apples,  and 
establishing  a sense  of  security  is  one  of 
the  first  steps  in  stabilizing  a property. 
"Our  approach  is  two  prong,"  SF  Safe 
representative  Oscar  explains.  "We  work 
with  the  managers  to  make  them  aware 
of  safety  issues  and  with  the  tenants,  so 
that  they  see  personal  safety  as  an  achiev- 
able goal." 

At  the  Mission  Hotel,  these  groups 


have  come  together  to  begin  the  long 
journey  to  "the  promised  land"  of  safe, 
affordable  housing  in  San  Francisco.  SF 
Safe  is  working  with  the  owner  to  control 
the  unchecked  entrance  and  exit  of  guests 
after  visiting  hours,  which,  according  to 
residents,  happens  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  management  Most  late 
night  traffic  revolves  around  drugs,  and 
keeping  drug  dealers  out  of  hotels  is  vital 
to  creating  a space  where  change  and 
dissent  are  possible. 

Problems  Persist 

Even  with  all  the  collaborating,  resi- 
dents still  wonder  if  anything  has 
changed.  A recent  visit  by  an  inspector 
from  the  DBI,  in  response  to  a complaint 
by  a tenant,  left  the  tenant  frustrated 
when  the  inspector  refused  to  look  in 
some  rooms  containing  violations.  The 
tenant  then  called  St.  Peter’s  and  when 
Lopez  called  the  manager,  Leslie  Stan- 
field, she  promised  to  send  a supervisor 
to  the  property.  The  supervisor  arrived 
and  noted  numerous  violations  the  first 
inspector  failed  to  cite.  In  a conversation 
with  NMN,  Stanfield  claimed  the  first 
inspector  was  performing  a routine  in- 
spection, which  covers  only  the  common 
spaces  and  was,  therefore,  not  obligated 
to  enter  any  other  rooms.  But  the  tenant 
maintains  — and  Lopez  corroborates  — 
that  the  first  inspector  was  responding  to 
a complaint  when  he  failed  to  adequately 
inspect  the  property. 

.Some  tenants  remain  dubious.  The 
status  quo  has  frozen  the  power  structure 
within  these  hotels,  deflecting  progress 
to  protect  the  mean  gains  of  those  with 
baser  motives.  Can  a collaborative  effort 
break  through  this  wall,  or  will  it  end  up 
as  just  another  layer  of  bricks,  mounting 
higher  and  higher  around  the  SRO 
dweller? 

Kurt  Bier 


Retlaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  60  Years 


f SINCE  1937 


% 


'4, 


Dark  Room  Supplies 
• Film  and  Filters 
■ Projection  Bulbs 
• Ilford  & Luminos  Paper 
Watch  Sales  and  Repairs 


2959  Mission  St.  ^7.0707 

(Between  25th  & 26th)  # "O  # O # 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS 

695-8702  • 777  Valencia,  SF,  CA  94110 

Fax:  (415)695*2838  • E-Mail:  vmll!er@s¡riu5*com 
WEB  SITE  www.carnavahcom/sfcnission 
Editor-in-Chief * Vidor  Miller 

Associate  Editor. Leila  Mansur 

Poetry  Editor. , Barbara  Bennet 

Writers Vidor  Miller  • Elizabeth  Platt  • diris  Collins 

Janet  Clyde  • Willie  Brown  • Cynthia  • Paula  Tejeda 
Mary  Brown  ♦ D.  Michael  Spero  • Richard  Pitt  ♦ lisa 
Milos  • Kurt  Bier  • Andy  Solow  ♦ Marta  $anchez«Bes< 
wick  • Robert  leaver  ♦ Hank  Hyena  • Adam  Savetsky 

Photos Arthur  Hudson  • Nancy  Opitz  • Vickie  Rego 

Arts  Mario  Joel 

Front  Page/Calendar  Design Navarrete- Alazán 


Welfare 
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are  spent.  In  this  current  economic  en- 
vironment, most  observers  anticipate  a 
"race  to  the  bottom"  between  states  who 
will  compete  to  provide  less  attractive 
benefits  than  their  neighbors,  in  the 
hopes  of  not  attracting  more  poor.  Some 
states  have  historically  been  less  reliable 
in  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  anti-welfare 
Republican  governors  can  be  counted  on 
to  try  to  advance  the  agendas  of  their  core 
supporters,  at  a time  when  the  gap  be- 
tween rich  and  poor  keeps  growing  wider 
without  much  protest. 

In  announcing  his  1997  budget 
Governor  Wilson  referred  to  welfare  as 
"a  haven  for  idleness  and  promiscuity" 
while,  at  the  same  time,  proposing  a 10 
percent  tax  cut  for  corporations  and 
banks.  In  this  spirit,  Wilson  proposed 
even  stiffer  welfare  time  limits  than  the 
federal  plan  mandates,  by  limiting  Aid  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children 
(AFDC)  to  24  months  within  a 36  month 
period,  and  limiting  new  applicants  to 
one  year  of  benefits  within  a two-year 
period.  Meanwhile,  counties  in  Califor- 
nia will  be  free  to  disband  their  General 
Assistance  programs  as  they  see  fit.  Many 
worry  about  the  effect  on  urban  counties 
like  San  Francisco,  which  can  ill  afford  to 
cut  benefits  to  the  poor  but  does  not  want 
to  become  a "welfare  mecca"  for 
recipients  from  less  generous  or  blighted 
counties. 

Despite  President  Clinton’s  assertion 
that  he  plans  to  take  some  bite  out  of  the 
politically  expedient  cuts  he  signed  into 
law,  many  — including  Mayor  Brown  — 
are  pessimistic  over  the  idea  of  the 
federal  government  coming  to  the  aid  of 
cities.  Cities  need  to  brace  for  a huge 
effort  of  moving  the  poor  from  welfare  to 
work,  providing  job  training,  affordable 
child  care,  health  care  and  transporta- 
tion. 

The  federal  plan  leaves  it  up  to  states 
to  decide  whether  or  not  legal  im- 
migrants will  be  barred  from  receiving 
cash  assistance,  Medicare,  food  stamps 


and  disability  (SSI).  The  governor  has 
made  it  clear  that  legal  immigrants 
should  not  expect  to  continue  to  recieve 
SSI.  Of  the  40,000  San  Franciscans 
whose  benefits  may  be  immediately 
ended,  12,000  are  legal  immigrants. 
Many  of  them  are  elderly,  many  of  them 
live  in  the  Mission.  These  people  would 
join  the  36,000  San  Franciscans  presently 
looking  for  work.  Some  observers  com- 
pare the  situation  facing  welfare 
recipients  as  equivalent  to  The  Great 
Depression. 

The  Mission  Outlook 

Joanna  Uribe,  an  independent  con- 
sultant with  the  Community  Peace  Initia- 
tive and  the  Mayor’s  Welfare  Reform 
Task  Force,  is  guardedly  optimistic  about 
the  Mission’s  future  in  the  face  of  these 
potentially  devastating  changes.  "Im- 
migrants will  find  ways  to  come  together 
and  survive.  We  may  see  families  linking 
up  and  sharing  resources.  Of  course,  we’ll 
also  see  less  stable  families  breaking  up 
and  people  at  the  edge  of  hopelessness 
forced  onto  the  street."  Uribe  believes 
the  state  may  need  to  come  through  with 
public  works  projects  and  round-the- 
clock  childcare  for  mothers  with  depend- 
ent children.  The  Mission  business 
community  will  also  need  to  contribute 
by  hiring  neighborhood  residents  and 
providing  support  for  people  to  develop 
their  own  businesses.  "Business  oppor- 
tunities in  the  Mission  are  expanding 
right  now,"  she  asserts. 

The  Coleman  Plan 

One  group  that  is  putting  their  money 
where  their  mouth  is,  is  the  Coleman 
Advocates  for  Children.  On  January  21, 
with  the  support  of  Supervisor  Tom  Am- 
miano,  the  group  proposed  an  ordinance 
that  insures  that  25  percent  of  the  jobs 
created  through  San  Francisco  bond 
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measures  will  go  to  people  making  the 
transition  off  welfare.  "It’s  an  ideal  op- 
portunity to  create  a jobs  program;  a 
double  win  for  the  citizens  of  San  Fran- 
cisco," says  Coleman  Advocate  Margaret 
Brodkin.  "The  City  would  save  money  by 
getting  people  off  the  welfare  rolls,  while 
getting  essential  public  works  projects 
completed."  Citizens  of  San  Francisco 
will  be  asked  to  vote  on  bond  measures 
this  year  worth  200  million  dollars  to 
improve  the  zoo,  schools,  cultural  and 
community  centers.  Brodkin  considers 
the  proposal  a way  to  seriously  test  the 
City’s  metal  in  the  face  of  welfare  cuts. 
"Situations  deteriorate  incrementally 
over  time,"  she  cautions.  "Then  people 
wonder  why  crime  is  up.  Why  hopeless- 
ness is  up.  This  is  a first  shot." 

Like  Joanne  Uribe,  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Human  Services  profes- 
sional Hope  Kamimoto  has  an  inside 
view  from  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force,  and 
cautions  against  getting  too  worked  up 
over  the  cuts,  at  least  until  the  legislature 
has  the  chance  to  whittle  away  at  the 
governor’s  budget  She’s  been  taking  the 
pulse  of  business  leaders  and  reports  that 
"they  are  ready  to  provide  jobs  for  job- 
ready  people."  Not  surprisingly, 
Kamimoto  cites  job  training  as  the  key  to 
getting  folks  off  welfare  and  into  com- 
petitive jobs.  The  dilemma  is  in  matching 
up  the  people  with  the  jobs.  "Most  of  the 
jobs  are  either  at  the  low-end  or  the  high- 
end  " she  explains.  "Our  philosophy  is 
that  we  don’t  want  to  merely  get  people 
off  welfare,  but  we  want  to  move  them 
toward  self-sufficiency." 

Forty  seven  percent  of  welfare 
recipients  are  without  diplomas,  GED’s 
or  any  meaningful  work  history  ex- 
perience. Many  have  health  and  sub- 
stance abuse  problems.  Even  in  the  most 
successful  welfare-to-work  programs, 
only  half  of  those  who  have  gotten  jobs 
have  been  able  to  stay  in  them  after  a 
couple  of  years.  In  1991,  Michigan  ended 


General  Assistance  for  childless  adults 
and  two  years  later,  only  20  percent  of 
former  recipients  had  regular  jobs,  with 
the  rest  scraping  by  on  casual  labor,  dis- 
ability or  worker’s  comp  payments,  or 
help  from  family  or  friends. 

"If  people  haven’t  worked  in  a while, 
there  are  issues  of  faith  in  one’s  ability  to 
do  the  job,"  Uribe  explains.  "In  general, 
welfare  really  hasn’t  promoted  the  idea 
of  working  with  others  and  sometimes 
it’s  a difficult  transition  to  make." 

"Social  Revolution" 

County  welfare  officials  have  general- 
ly faulted  the  governor’s  proposal  for 
shorter  time  limits  without  providing  any 
assurance  that  jobs  will  be  waiting  for 
those  who  need  them.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  will  be  coming  off  the  welfare 
rolls  this  year  to  join  the  1.1  million 
Californians  who  are  now  job  seekers. 
Most  of  the  jobs  being  created  require 
skills  that  the  great  majority  of  welfare 
recipients  don’t  have,  and  are  in  places 
that  they  don’t  live.  "People  already  in 
entry  level  jobs  need  to  be  encouraged  to 
move  on  up  the  ladder  to  make  room  for 
those  who  are  entering  the  work  force," 
Uribe  contends. 

Ending  benefits  without  creating  jobs 
willfully  ignores  labor  market  realities. 
California’s  6.9  percent  unemployment 
rate  is  already  the  largest  of  all  industrial 
states.  The  situation  in  the  Mission  is 
further  complicated  by  its  concentration 
of  immigrants  who  are  the  most  political- 
ly vulnerable  of  all  legal  residents. 

"People  have  to  realize  that  this  is  a 
social  revolution,"  Uribe  says.  "Govern- 
ment is  stepping  out  of  the  safety  net 
game.  The  governor  wants  to  show  that 
he  can  kick  butt.  The  questions  are:  Are 
we  going  to  be  realistic  as  a country?  Can 
everyone  really  be  working?  And  how  do 
we  find  ways  to  live  together  that  are 
compassionate?" 
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807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Evetyday 

11:00-11:00 


Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  «Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


^NZAN/7^ 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Wayne  Mulder 

2686  20'*'  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10  (415)  648-0957 

Hours  4 to  9 Daily 


BOILED  & _B  A K E D 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 

SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16th  St.  606  Mission  St.  (c 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 M-F  6am  to  6pm 

Sat  7 to  5 Phone  512-1570 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-9122 
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"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30 -10:30  pm  Fm.  - Sat.  5:30  - IQ  pm  Sun  - Thur 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$479S 


CLUTCH 

Special  from  . 

95* 


Call  for  your  quote. 

'Guaranteed 

3 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 

7 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  • 

43  1 -3500  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  warranty  details.  ‘Most  cars  and  light  trucks. ‘Metallic 
pads  extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  required  to  complete  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may  be 
substantial.  We  provide  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  


Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


I 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 


ours  by  S2.00 


<K1  £9*'  ' 

L P | a W for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
_ WHEN_WOR_K_l S_pO_NE_HER£_ 

LUBE,  OIL&c  FILTER 

$*m  /vqc  • Up  to  5 quarts 

I • Replace  Oil  Filter 

1 ^ • Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

5*795 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


n 
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Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


by  Mary  Brown 

A New  Neighbor 


The  twenty  year-old  Reform  Jewish 
Synagogue  with  special  outreach  to  the 
gay  and  lesbian  Jewish  community  is 
moving  into  the  neighborhood.  Con- 
gregation Sha’ar  Zahav,  meaning  "Gold- 
en Gate"  in  Hebrew,  recently  voted  to 
approve  purchase  of  the  former  Com- 
insky-Roche  Funeral  Home  at  Dolores 
and  16th  Streets. 

The  move  to  larger  quarters  was 
necessitated  by  a five-fold  increase  in 
membership  over  the  past  ten  years.  Cur- 
rent membership  stands  at  500  adults  and 
130  children,  including  gay  and  lesbian 
families  and  many  non-gay  families 
drawn  to  the  congregation’s  inclusive- 


ness. 

The  Dolores  Street  synagogue  will 
hold  250  people  in  the  sanctuary,  double 
the  capacity  of  its  current  building  in  the 
Upper  Market  area.  The  new  building 
will  also  accommodate  several  meeting 
rooms,  educational  facilities  and  a 
library.  A $1.3  million  capital  campaign 
to  purchase  and  re-model  the  building  is 
now  underway. 

David  Stein,  president  of  the  con- 
gregation, hopes  the  new,  larger  building 
will  enable  the  congregation  to  increase 
it’s  spiritual,  educational  and  social  in- 
volvement with  the  gay  and  straight 
Jewish  Community. 


Salud! 
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Bare  wall  has  once  again  given  way  to 
the  unrelenting  march  of  brushes,  paint, 
art  and  inspiration.  The  Mission 
District’s  newest  and  tallest  mural  covers 
all  eight  stories  of  Bethany  Center  Senior 
Housing  at  21st  and  Capp  Streets  and 
features  images  of  a vibrant  senior  mul- 
ticultural life. 

Inside  Bethany  Center  reside  the 
seniors  and  younger  disabled  people 
whose  lives  and  interests  are  celebrated 
outside  on  the  enormous  mural.  Veteran 
muralist  Dan  Fontes  has  entitled  the 


mural  "Salud!"  and  it  depicts  13  residents 
doing  what  they  like  best:  flamenco  danc- 
ing, Tai  Chi,  guitar  pluckin’  and  rabble 
rousing  at  political  rallies.  The  portraits 
are  set  within  an  ornate  Art  Deco  theater 
facade  design. 

Salud!  is  part  of  a series  of  murals 
known  as  the  "21st  Street  Mural"  Project 
and  designed  with  themes  portraying 
self-determination  and  an  age  of  new 
renaissance.  While  previous  murals  have 
illustrated  the  difficulties  of  the  human 
condition,  this  series  of  murals  focuses 
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on  dreams,  aspirations  and  evolution  of 
the  human  condition.  The  mural  is  ex- 
pected to  become  one  of  the  major  visual 
attractions  of  the  Mission.  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  and  Supervisor  Susan  Leal  were 
scheduled  speakers  at  the  mural  dedica- 
tion party  on  Jan.  31. 


Ibis  is  not  the  first  public  art  project 
for  Bethany  Center.  In  1969,  celebrated 
Mission  muralist  Ruth  Asawa  created  an 
abstract  tile  mosaic  mural  over  the  main 
entranceway.  The  mosaic,  "Growth",  is 
considered  the  first  work  in  the  21st 
Street  series. 


Art  Against  the  Death  Penalty 


Mumia  Abu  Jamal 


If  you  enjoy  art  but  aren’t  a fan  of  state 
sponsored  murder,  be  sure  to  visit  the 
traveling  exhibit  and  art  sale  in  support 
of  Mumia  Abu  Jamal.  Local  artists  and 
political  prisoners  from  around  the 
world  are  donating  their  works  for  the 
show  entitled  "Art  Against  the  Death 
Penalty"  showing  at  New  College  of 
California  from  February  2 to  March  1. 
Artists  have  rallied  to  the  defense  of 
Jamal,  who  says  he  was  wrongly  accused 
and  sentenced  in  the  murder  of  a police 
officer.  Jamal,  a former  Black  Panther, 
respected  journalist  and  well  known 
NPR  commentator,  currently  sits  on 
Death  Row  in  Pennsylvania. 

All  proceeds  from  this  show  will  go 
to  his  legal  defense."  Art  Against  the 
Death  Penalty"  opened  in  Harlem  two 
years  ago  and  has  since  traveled 
throughout  the  U.S.,  Canada  and 
Europe.  It  brings  together  paintings, 
drawings,  quilts  and  silk  screens  by  well 
known  artists  from  nearly  every  con- 
tinent. 

The  show  features  work  donated  by 
several  San  Francisco-based  silk  screen 
artists,  including  Rene  Castro,  Ester 
Hernandez,  Calixto,  Jos  Sanees,  Juan 


Fuentes,  and  Yolanda  Lopez.  Works 
were  also  contributed  by  Bay  Area  artists 
Joe  Sam,  Mildred  Howard,  Elisabeth 
Sunday  and  muralist  Juana  Alicia. Also 
included  in  the  exhibit  is  a video  made  by 
local  sculptor  Horace  Washington, 
which  documents  demonstrations  for 
Jamal  in  the  Mission  District.  The  show 
at  New  College  is  just  a few  blocks  from 
the  street  where  last  year  over  300 
demonstrators  for  Jamal  were  arrested 
and  jailed  for  several  days. 

An  opening  reception  will  be  held 
Sunday,  Feb.  2 from  1-6  p.m.  at  the  New 
College  Gallery  located  at  766  Valencia 
Street.  Normal  gallery  hours  are 
Thursdays  and  Fridays  from  2-8  p.m.  and 
Saturdays  from  1-7  p.m.  Additional 
events  held  at  New  College  in  conjunc- 
tion with  this  exhibit  include:  "Ex- 
Women  Political  Prisoners",  Sunday, 
Feb.  9, 8-9  p.m.;  "New  Afrikan/Black  Art 
and  Ideology",  Sunday,  Feb.  16, 6-8  p.m.; 
"Amnesty  for  Puerto  Rican  Prisoners  of 
War",  (poet  Piri  Thomas  & video),  Sun- 
day Feb.  23,  2-5  p.m.;  and  "An  Evening 
About  the  Death  Penalty",  Friday,  Feb. 
21st,  7:30  p.m. 


Plastic  Fantastic  Love  Gear 


As  we  all  know,  National  Condom 
Week  Feb.  14-21  is  fast  approaching.  In 
honor  of  this  important  celebration,  the 
Mission’s  finest  sex  shop,  Good  Vibra- 
tions, is  hosting  a guess-the-number-of- 
condoms-in-the-fish-bowl  contest.  The 
lucky  Grand  Prize  winner  will  receive  a 


$100  gift  certificate  to  Good  Vibrations 
as  well  as  a sample  pack  of  their  best-sell- 
ing condoms.  (No,  not  the  whole  fish- 
bowl full.)  Entries  will  be  accepted  Feb. 
14-21  for  the  drawing  held  on  Feb.  22. 
Stop  by  the  shop  at  1210  Valencia  St.  to 
make  your  condom-quantity  guess. 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 


10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 


Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


with  Mary  Iannotti 

• Reduce  Stress 

• Increase  Strength  and  Flexibility 

• Experience  Mental  Clarity 

• Handle  the  Challenges  of  Life  with  a 
Balanced  Disposition 


Tuesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  3435  Cesar  Chavez  Street  at  Valencia 
CaU  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


Vitamin  Supplements 
Books 

Flower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


3412  22ND  Street 
(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


(415)  811-0997 

A Women-Oivnrtl  Hus  inns 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn’t  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 


Cognitive  Sk:il  Development 
Developmental  Approach 
Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 


This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion, 

preference,  or  handicap. 


* Multicultural  Population 
• Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 
national  origin,  sexual 


The  Next  Fayes 

A Neighborhood  Market 
offering  Specialty  Groceries, 
a Coffee  Bar 
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Party  Setup! 


Cakes  All  Ages 
Plates,  Cups,  And  More 


CaU  (415)  284-6110  | 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  hood  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No,  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 


niE&Gp- 


Mission  District 

Calendar 


Where  the  Hell?  - Bluegrass?  I don't  know 
about  anything  anymore.  See  the  Dark  Hollow 
Bluegrass  Band  if  you  must  7pm,  Radio 
Valencia.  1199  Valencia  Street,  Free,  826-1199. 
You  and  You,  not  You  - Come  see  the  docu- 
mentary, “All  God's  Children,"  produced  by 
Academy  Award  Nominees  Frances  Reid  and 
Dr  Dee  Moscacher  (and  Dr.  Sylvia  Rhue)  about 
the  Black  Church’s  embracement  of  African 
American  lesbians  and  gay  men.  3pm,  St. 
Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152  Church  Street. 
Free,  921-8850. 

1J 

TUESDAY 


Cooties!  - What  are  the  library  folks  thinking9 


Composed  by  Kurt  Bier 
Design  by  Novarrete-Alozón 


are  saying  about  Theater  Artaud's  new  perfor- 
mance season.  And  it  kicks  of  with  Buto-Sha 
Tenkei's  evening-length  Nocturne,  highly  ac- 
claimed by  butoh  critics  and  audiences  alike. 
8pm  Wed-Sat,  2pm  Sun,  Theater  Artaud,  450 
Florida  Street,  Wed  $12.50,  $14.50-$20.00  Thu- 
Sun,  647-2200,  Thru  Feb  9. 


SATURDAY 

Tet=Jazz  - Quartet,  quintet,  you  know  what 
you  get,  it’s  jazz  7:30pm,  Radio  Valencia 
Street,  1199  Valencia  Street,  Free,  826-1 199 


SUNDAY 


Rube's  You  the  Right  Way  - Another  crowded 
evening  at  Radio  Valencia,  and  you  know  why, 
it's  Rube  Waddell,  folk  music  7pm,  Radio 
Valencia,  1199  Valencia  Street,  $3,  826-1199 


TUESDAY 

Tell  it  Like  it  Is  - Intersection  for  the  Arts  pre- 
sents ‘New  Work/New  Voices',  a weekly  read- 
ing series  featuring  some  of  the  Bay  Area's 
most  influential  writers  reading  new  work  and 
presenting  a new  wnter  they  themselves  dis- 
covered. This  week,  it’s  Jewelle  Gomez  and 
Sauda  Burch  8pm,  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  Street,  $5-$7,  626-2787. 

Julia  Alvarez  - The  best  selling  author  of  How 
the  Garcia  Girls  Lost  Their  Accents  and  In  the 
Time  of  Butterflies  reads  from  her  new  work, 
Yo!,  a novel  about  wnting  and  the  aftermath  of 
basing  your  characters  on  your  family.  7 30pm, 
Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  Street, 
Free,  282-9246 

And  into  the  Fire  - Women's  Work  is  an  ongo- 
ing series  featuring  live  performances  of  dance, 
theater,  music,  poetry  and  multi-media.  This 
week  features  Lori  B (singer),  Diane  Shields 
(dance  theater),  Patty  Cachapero  (theater), 
Joan  Amaral,  Kikelomo  Adedeji,  John  Baumann, 
and  Valene  Morris  (dance  theater)  8pm,  Foot- 
loose at  Venue  9, 252  9th  Street,  $6-$10. 


MONDAY  

Dog  Gone  - Dr  Betty  Carmack  will  lead  a free 
pet  loss  suport  group  for  grieving  pet  owners 
at  the  SFSPCA.  7 30pm,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th 
Street,  Free,  554-3000 


THURSDAY 


Personal  Accounts,  Slides  - Michael 
Morgensen  has  just  returned  from  a year  of 
work  in  Columbia  with  Peace  Brigades  Interna- 
tional, where  he  accompanied  human  nghts 
leaders  facing  political  intimidation,  harassment, 
and  death.  He  talks.  7pm,  New  College  Cul- 
tural Center,  766  Valencia  Street,  Free. 

Chinese  New  Year  - Make  a wild  red  dragon! 
The  library  has  crafts  for  30  children— first 
come,  first  served.  4pm,  Mission  Branch  Pub- 
lic Library,  3359  24th  Street,  Free,  695-5090. 
Diverse  Skills  - Iconoclast  Frank  Oliver  returns 
to  the  Bay  Area  for  his  first  hometown  theater 
show  in  five  years.  In  “Hold  That  Thought," 
Olivier  utilizes  his  many  diverse  skills,  includ- 
ing, well,  lots  of  different  kinds  of  things,  and 
weaves  them  into  a wild  and  crazy  comedy 
8pm,  Venue  9,  252  9th  Street,  $10  Thu,  Sun, 
$12  Fri-Sat,  626-2169 
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WEDNESDAY 

Ambitious,  Exciting  - That's  what  the  critics 


FRIDAY  V 

Free  Wine  and  Snacks!  - At  an  opening  re- 
ception for  works  by  Guy  Overfelt  (clever  last 
name,  I get  it  though).  7pm,  3160-A  16th  Street, 
Free,  626-8515. 

Thanks  Traude,  Leah  - The  revolutionary  new 
arm  of  the  National  Writers  Union,  the  Poets 
and  Fiction  Writers  Caucus,  will  showcase  lo- 
cal cultural  workers.  Their  first  show  features 
short  works  from  over  a dozen  members  of  the 
SF  Bay  Local  3.  7:30pm,  New  College  The- 
ater, 777  Valencia  Street,  $5-$15,  255-4603. 

I Knew  It  - Bill  Davis,  co-founder  of  the  Chiristic 
Institute  and  investigator  into  lots  of  sketchy 
stuff  makes  big  claims  about  government  in- 
volvement in  the  drug  trade. m 7:30pm,  Social- 
ist Action  Bookstore,  3425  Cesar  Chavez  Street, 
$3,  821-0458. 

You  Are  What  You  Eat  - The  Blue  Room  Boys 
do  some  of  that  jazz  stuff,  with  the  help  of 
Tnsha  Thomas.  7pm,  Radio  Valencia,  1199 
Valencia  Street,  Free,  826-1199 


SATURDAY  »-» 

An  Evening  of  Black  Rim  - An  evening  of 
exciting  film  clips  and  commentary  on  the  his- 
tory Black  film.  The  Women  Count  Network- 
SF,  a globally  important  group,  has  something 
to  do  with  all  of  this  7:30pm,  New  College, 
777  Valencia  Street,  $10-$25,  62641 14 

Well. ..Not  Exactly  - Joel  Harrison's  3f3=7  fea- 
tures Neis  Cline,  and  they  play  jazz.  7:30pm, 
Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia  Street.  $5, 826- 
1199 
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SUNDAY 


Community  Forum  - Come  to  a free  commu- 
nity form  on  HIV  associated  wasting  with  a 
bunch  of  fancy  speakers  with  initials  after  their 
names.  6pm,  Carr  Auditorium  (on  the  SF  Gen- 
eral Hospital  campus  at  22nd  Street),  476-4082. 

And  Again  - As  part  of  Women’s  Work,  an 
ongoing  project  by  Footloose  dance  studio  to 
bring  together  a diverse  group  of  women  to 
meet  each  Tuesday  night,  Amy  Tobin  (singer), 
Joya  Cory  (comedy),  and  Mary  Ashley,  Mark 
Kenward,  and  Chris  Rodgers  (play)  perform. 
8pm,  Venue  9,  252  9th  Street,  $6-$10,  626- 
2169. 

Boritry  - A reading  by  Glen  Chestnut-he's  read- 
ing for  his  3300  Press  Release  of  all  things. 
7pm,  Keane's  3300  Club,  3300  Mission  Street, 
Free,  826-6886. 

New  Work  - As  part  of  its  Tuesday  Night  Read- 
ing Senes,  New  Work/New  Voices,  featuring 
an  established  writer  reading  new  work  and 
then  exploiting  a new  wnter  they  really  like, 
Octavio  Solis  reads  with  Jorge  Cortinas.  8pm, 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  Street, 
$5-$7.  626-2787 


My  Pet  Newt  - Sammy’s  Pet  World  hosts 
owner-pet  look  alike  contest  at  the  grand  open- 
ing of  their  all  too  bright  superstore  in  the 
Potrero  development  10am,  Sammy's  Pet 
World,  1685  Bryant  Street,  865-1840. 


Can  You  Speak?  - Come  and  learn  the  basic 
procedures  for  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation 
and  be  prepared  for  an  emergency  situation. 
Learn  to  identify  the  signs  of  a heart  attack  and 
how  to  care  for  an  unconscious  victim  9:30am, 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Griffin  Room,  $20,  437- 
4337 

Work,  Work,  Work  - Did  you  know  that  resi- 
dents of  San  Francisco  send  over  a million 
pounds  of  food  wastes  to  the  landfill  each  year'? 
Neither  did  I,  nor  do  I care.  But  if  you  do,  come 
to  this  free  composting  workshop.  10am,  St. 
Mary's  Urban  Youth  Farm,  Alemany  Blvd  near 
Ellsworth,  Free,  285-7585 


13 

THURSDAY 
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Only  30  kids  will  be  able  to  make  a Valentine's 
Day  craft  gift  for  the  detested  opposite  sex. 
Better  hurry!!  4pm,  Mission  Brach  Public  Li- 
brary, 3359  24th  Street,  Free,  695-5090 

World  Premier  - Sha  Sha  Higby,  dancer/per- 
former/sculpturist,  takes  viewers  on  an  intricate 
and  delicate  solo  journey,  stronly  influenced  by 
Indonesian,  Indian,  Thai,  and  Western  traditions. 
A surreal  world  and  fancy  costumes  8pm,  The- 
ater Artaud,  450  Florida  Street,  Thu,  Sun 
$12.50,  Fri-Sat  $16.50,  621-7797,  Thru  Feb. 
16. 

Gamers!!  - Starhawk;  Walking  to  Mercury,  is  a 
new  age  journey  through  a woman's  life  in,  of 
all  places,  California.  Pilgrimages,  flashbacks, 
ifs  a lovey  dovey  earth  hugging  mess,  unless 
of  course  you  actually  like  that  kind  of  thing. 
7:30pm,  Modern  Times  Boofkstore,  888 
Valencia  Street,  Free,  282-9246 
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FRIDAY 
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A Magical  Evening  - Noche  de  Salsa,  an 
evening  of  Latino  music,  dance,  and  culture  to 
benefit  Shanti’s  Latino  Program  for  those  af- 
flicted by  AIDS  and  their  families  8pm,  Cesar's 
Latin  Palace,  3140.  Mission  Street,  $10,  864- 
2273. 
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SATURDAY 


Stay  Pussy!!  - Leam  how  to  make  your  pussy 
toe  the  line  at  this  cat  behavior  class  hosted  by 
professional  Feline  Behavionst  (new  title,  nice) 
Kate  Gamble  11am,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th 
Street,  Free,  554-3000. 

Dancers,  Drums  - Lomo  Dancers  and  Swahili 
Drums  perform  for  children,  performed  by  chil- 
dren and  adults  performing  Afncan  dances. 
12:30pm,  Mission  Branch  Public  Library,  3359 
24th  Street,  Free,  695-5090. 
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SUNDAY 


Haprsichord  Schmarpsichord  - Harpsichord 
lovers  (all  five  of  you)  shouldn't  miss  this 
evening  of  hauntingly  beautiful  music  from  solo 
harpsichordist  Gideon  Meir  5pm,  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp  Street,  Free,  647-6015. 
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TUESDAY 

New  Work/New  Voices  - Really  well  known 
novelist/poet  Robert  Gluck  and  really  unknown 
writer  Jocelyn  Saidenberg  read  their  latest  work 
at  this  benefit.  8pm,  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  Street,  5-7, 626-2787 

Big  Brother  and  Your  Mom  - Editor  Kevin 
Danaher  of  Global  Exchange  will  discuss  is- 
sues of  corporate  power  and  responsibility 
raised  in  his  book  of  essays,  “Corporations  are 
Going  to  Get  Your  Mama:  Globalization  and 
the  Downsizing  of  the  American  Dream." 
7:30pm,  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia 
Street,  Free,  282-9246 
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WEDNESDAY 

Worse  Than  a Loose  Fanbelt  - This  action 
packed  workshop  for  ladies  and  gentleman  cov- 
ers just  about  everything  you  need  to  know 
about  strap-on  dildos.  8-1 0pm,  Good  Vibrations, 
1210  Valencia  at  23rd,  $20,  (pre-registration 
required),  974-8980 


Art  and  Johnny  Law  - Artists'  nghts  advo- 
cates Alma  Robinson  and  Toby  Judith  Klayman 
will  speak  about  cultural  property  rights,  copy- 
right, resale  royalties,  consignment  issues  and 
much,  much  more  at  the  Art  and  Law  Confer- 
ence. No  copying!  6-8pm,  Golden  Gate  Univer- 
sity, 536  Mission  at  2nd,  $5  general  or  free  to 
students  & ArtTable  members,  RSVP  by  Feb 
12,552-8000  ext.  442. 
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THURSDAY 

An  Evening  of  Woman  - Radical  Women 
present  a dinner  and  video  featuring  the  life  of 
revolutionary  feminist,  poet,  mother,  lesbian  and 
all-around-good-person  Audre  Lorde.  6:30  din- 
ner $5,  7:30  movie  Free,  Valencia  Hall,  523-A 
Valencia  St.,  864-1278. 

The  Greening  of  Cuba  - Three  short  films 
about  all  the  really  great  changes  that  are  forced 
to  occur  during  a mean-spirited  trade  embargo. 
Films  about  bicycles,  organic  agriculture  and 
the  lovable  soybean  in  Cuba.  7pm,  New  Col- 
lege Cultural  Center,  766  Valencia  at  18th,  $5- 
$10  sliding  scale,  339-8140. 

Five  More  Years  - Speakers  at  the  Fifth  Anni- 
versary party  for  ALAS  (Alternativas  para 
Latinas  en  Autosuficiencia)  include  Viola 
Canales,  Raquel  Medina  and  Michael 
Freedland.  5:30-7:30pm,  1398  Valencia  at  25th, 
Free,  RSVP  by  Feb  6, 826-5090 
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FRIDAY 


mS® 


Words  to  Eat  - “Poetry  in  Linguini,”  a post- 
modern rock  musical  (yikes!)  journeys  through 
20th  Century  America  by  the  band  40  Days 
8:30pm,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  at  22nd, 
$8-$12,  826-5750 


SATURDAY 

Bad  Dog  - Unravel  the  mystery  of  Fido's 
misbehavin'  with  the  help  of  SPCA  “Dog  Be- 
havionsts"  (whatever  they  are)  at  this  dog  be- 
havior workshop  3-5pm,  SPCA,  2500  16th  St., 
Free,  554-3073. 

More  Jazz  - Two  improv  jazz  bands  for  the 
price  of  one  Dana  Reason  Quartet  at  7 30  and 
Gianni  Gebbia  Trio  9pm,  Radio  Valencia,  1199 
Valencia  at  23rd,  $5,  826-1199. 


SUNDAY 

Better  Than  the  Harpsichord  - A mish-mash 
of  music  featunng  jazz,  ethnic,  and  chamber 
music  in  a concert  by  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter students  and  staff.  4pm,  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St,  Free,  647-6015. 
Works-in-Progress  - Sneak  previews  of  two 
plays  about  the  struggles  of  Mary  Kay  beauty 
consultants  and  love  in  anatomy  class  (loving 
anatomy?).  7:30pm,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia 
at  22nd,  $8-$12,  (also  Feb  22,  27  at  8:30  and 
Feb.  28  at  7:30),  826-5750. 
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MONDAY 

Flaming  Fighters  - Hit  him  or  kiss  him,  that  is 
the  question  in  Oliver  Mayer's  Blade  to  the 
Heat,  a play  about  latent  homosexuality  in  the 
boxing  world  of  1959  Opening  night.  Play  runs 
thru  March  16  8pm  Thurs-Sun  , New  Langton 
Arts,  1246  Folsom,  $12-$16,  550-7250 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


TUESDAY  ft 

Circus  Circus  - Women's  night  at  Venue  9 
continues  with  Karen  Ripley's  Improv  Circus, 
featunng  students  of  past  and  present.  8pm, 
Venue  9,  252  Ninth  at  Folsom,  $6-$10  sliding 
scale,  626-2169 


THURSDAY 

Big  Bad  Bank  - Author  Cathenne  Caufield  dis- 
cusses the  nefanous  shenanigans  of  the  World 
Bank  in  her  book  Masters  of  Illusion:  The  World 
Bank  and  the  Poverty  of  Nations  7 30pm,  Mod- 
em Times  Bookstore  888  Valencia,  Free,  282- 
9246 


W^DNCSDA 


The  Skinny  on  Fat  - Muckracking  journalist 
Laura  Fraser  has  discovered  that  Amencans 
are  obsessed  with  being  thin  Hear  about  the 
profiteers  of  Dietland  and  her  new  book  Losing 
It:  Amenca's  Obsession  with  Weight  and  the 
Industry  that  Feeds  on  It.  7.30pm,  Modem 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  at  20th,  Free, 
282-9246 


FRIDAY 


Art  Opening  - Come  to  the  opening  reception 
for  Here  Comes  the  Ram  In  the  Heart  of  the 
Mission,  by  artists  Kenneth  McGough,  Ramon 
Antonio  Silva,  Victor  Cartagena  and  Juan  Soto 
6-9pm,  Balazo  Gallery,  281 1 Mission  at  24th, 
Free,  920-0896 

Blues  Brothers  - The  Blue  Room  Boys  close 
the  month  with  swinging  jazz  in  the  yellowish 
room  at  Radio  Valencia.  7-1 0pm,  1199  Valencia 
at  23rd,  Free,  826-1199 
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11  ri  3:30  pm 
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Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  • PRINTING 

Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos  • Letterheads  Special  Rates  Tor  Non-Profits 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 

Stamps  • Banners  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders  P(]  • (415)  826-6700 

1 009  Valencia  St.,  SF  Fx:  (415)  826-6701 

SPECIAL  OFFER  WITH  THIS  AD:  Buy  500  Business  Cards.  Get  1000! 
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coffee’ 


“ Awareness  is  Revolutionary ” 

Ven  Urygen  Sangharakshita  jf 

Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm.  A 

Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly.  £ Jj 

Call  for  a free  program.  §K 


v_aii  ror  a n ee  program.  pi 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

— 

37  Bartlett  Street  (a)  21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc  ' v ^ 


it  is  time  for 


Theater  Artaud  in  the  Mission. 

Bay  Area  artist  Higby  is  known  for 
her  rich  costumes  which  take  years  to 
create.  Meticulously  formed  from  wood, 
paper,  silk,  lacquer  and  ceramics,  they 
come  to  life  through  her  slow,  deliberate 
movements.  Her  unique,  elaborately 
sculpted  costumes  are  strongly  in- 
fluenced by  many  years  of  study  in  In- 
donesian, Indian,  Japanese,  Thai  and 
Western  traditions. 

Tea  on  a Twig"  is  described  as  an 
"intimate,  intricate  and  delicate  journey 
along  a path  where  the  distinctions  be- 
tween human  and  animal,  dreaming  and 
waking  life,  and  fantasy  and  memory 
blend  into  one." 

Tickets  for  "Tea  on  a Twig"  are  $16.50 
(Fri.  and  Sat.),  $12.50  (Thurs.  and  Sun.), 
and  $6.50  for  children.  A $2  discount  is 
available  for  students,  seniors  and  dis- 
abled persons.  For  reservations,  call  the 
box  office  at  621-7797.  Theater  Artaud  is 
located  at  450  Florida  St.  between  17th 
and  Mariposa  Streets. 


practical  support  for  people  with  AIDS 
and  their  families.  The  Latino  Program 
at  Shanti  helps  to  link  Latinos,  par- 
ticularly mono-lingual  Spanish-speakers 
to  appropriate  AIDS  services.  This  pro- 
gram is  particularly  important  because  of 
the  rapid  growth  of  Latino  AIDS  diag- 
nosis - a problem  that  is  further  compli- 
cated by  language  and  cultural  barriers, 
which  make  it  difficult  for  many  Latinos 
to  access  critically  needed  services.  For 
tickets  or  more  information  call  Shanti  at 
487-4754. 
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Sunrise  continued  from  page  ons 


Twiggy  Higby 


eight  boys  and  four  girls  - hang  above  the 
computer  on  her  desk.  A full-size  pool 
table  sits  in  the  middle  of  the  room  but  it 
has  been  converted  to  a work  area.  Sun- 
rise started  as  a proposal  from  Columbia 
Park  to  the  Mission  Enterprise  Com- 
munity, the  Federal  economic  develop- 
ment program  that  gave  the  Mission 
$750,000  and  said,  "Here!  Eliminate 
poverty." 

The  Enterprise  Community  Board 
reviewed  dozens  of  proposals,  guided  by 
the  community  input  expressed  during  a 
year  of  public  meetings.  Two  goals  kept 
coming  up:  revitalizing  the  commercial 
districts  and  providing  jobs  and  job  train- 
ing for  youth.  So  why  not  a business 
staffed  and  run  by  youth,  making  money 
by  making  our  business  areas  more  at- 
tractive? 

The  Enterprise  Board,  an  elected 
group  of  residents,  agreed  and  Columbia 
Park  received  $80,000.  This  was  good  for 
a start  but  not  nearly  enough  to  cover  the 
truck,  equipment,  salaries,  job  training 
costs,  insurance  and  other  expenses  until 
Sunrise  reached  profitability.  The 
proposal  has  worked  because  of  strong 
collaboration  with  private  businesses 

^ _ . .....w»» % u^viiwitO<  J dLK  I^CCier  OI 

Bay  Area  Chemex,  who  sold  Sunrise  their 
cleaning  equipment,  has  been  our  guar- 
dian angel,  says  Columbia  Park  program 
coordinator  David  Moroff.  Chemex  has 
made  in-kind  donations  and  helped  out 
with  training.  An  advisory  committee  of 
twelve  local  business  people  meets  with 
the  staff  every  month.  Sunset  Scavenger 
donated  the  truck  and  the  Boys  and  Girls 
Clubs  of  America  funded  the  equipment. 
The  Department  of  Public  Works  has 
helped  Sunrise  in  all  kinds  of  ways,  ac- 
cording to  Moroff. 

The  workers  are  a special  crew  and 
were  chosen  from  a huge  number  of  ap- 
plicants. To  narrow  the  field,  Moroff  held 
the  initial  interviews  at  4:00  a.m.  Those 
who  showed  up  and  got  hired  then 
received  ongoing  job  training:  everything 
from  tucking  in  your  shirt,  to  showing  up 
on  time,  to  operating  the  pressure  gun 
that  generates  3500  pounds  per  square 


inch  of  pressure.  They  also  learned  to 
work  together,  forming  teams  of  three 
for  cleaning  and  sales  work. 

It’s  4 p.m.  and  the  Sunrise  kids  are 
drifting  in  after  school  for  the 
afternoon’s  work.  They  work  every  day, 
although  school  activities  always  come 
first.  They  dress  in  their  sales  uniforms, 
prepped  to  go  door-to-door  through  the 
Mission’s  commercial  districts  soliciting 
business.  "We  tell  them  they  will  be 
hiring  youth,  who  have  more  energy  and 
more  enthusiasm,"  says  Hector.  "We  tell 
them  we  work  early,  not  during  their 
business  hours." 

Maybe  10  to  12  percent  of  their  visits 
result  in  a sale  and  the  young  crew  is 
learning  a lot.  "You  have  to  listen  to  the 
customers,"  says  Aracelis.  "You  have  to 
hear  what  they  need,  what  their  questions 
are  and  explain  what  we  have  to  offer." 

They  also  have  to  get  used  to  rejec- 
tion. "I  don’t  mind  it  when  they’re  polite," 
says  Hector,  "but  when  they  reject  you  in 
a bad  way,  I don’t  like  it.  "Aracelis  says 
that  she  reminds  proprietors  that  the 
Sunrise  workers  are  their  customers,  as 
well  as  the  other  way  around.  They’re 
building  a true  community  economy, 
where  people  make  their  living  providing 
goods  and  services  to  each  other,  instead 
of  spending  all  their  cash  with  big  cor- 
porations. 

Most  start-ups  take  a few  years  to 
become  profitable  but  Sunrise  Sidewalk 
Cleaners  is  approaching  the  break-even 
point  after  only  seven  months.  They  have 
about  twenty  contracts  with  small  Mis- 
sion businesses  and  prospects  for  bigger 
ones,  such  as  the  Potrero  Center  and 
Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration. "If  we  get  those,  we’ll  be  OK," 
says  Moroff. 

Around  the  country,  a lot  of 
Enterprise  Community  projects  have 
gone  nowhere  but  this  one  seems  to  be 
worth  repeating.  Aracelis  Fernandez 
plans  to  go  to  City  College  but  right  now 
she’s  dedicated  to  Sunrise  Sidewalk 
Cleaners.  "I  want  to  spread  this  through 
California  and  then  through  the 
country,"  she  says. 


The  world  premiere  performance  of 
"Tea  on  a Twig"  by  highly  acclaimed 
dance-performance-sculptural  artist  Sha 
Sha  Higby  begins  Feb.  13  through  16  at 

Noche  de  Sala! 

An  opportunity  to  dance  yourself  silly 
at  the  same  time  as  supporting  the  Latino 
AIDS  community  will  present  itself  at 
the ! Noche  de  Salsa!  dance  party  held  on 
Valentines  Day.  Featuring  special 
guests,  "Las  Grandes  de  España"  the  first 
annual  dance  party  will  be  held  from  8pm 
to  midnight  Friday  Feb.  14  at  Cesar’s 
Latin  Palace.  Tickets  are  $10,  they  can  be 
purchased  in  advance  from  Shanti  or  at 
the  door. 

All  proceeds  from  the  show  benefit 
the  Latino  Program  at  Shanti,  an  or- 
ganization that  provides  emotional  and 


FRENCH  ROAST  - 
$3.99  /LB! 

Marne's 

Gourmet  Foods  & Coffees 

Coffees,  teas,  muffins,  scones  and  bagels 
Coffee  beans,  filters,  bulk  teas,  candies  and  gifts 


1038  VALENCIA  STREET 


(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


282-5532 


Drinks  & Service 
Valencia  f 20th 


Open  Everyday  6am  to  Midnight 


I 
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«election  ol  Bicycle*,  Part*  ft  Acceaorte* 


BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED  Schwinn 

MMSHUU 

TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


i/A/FNC/A  CYCLERY HOUKS  "■* MONM 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  10  4 sunday 


ELLEN  NOVOGRODSKY 
STEPHANIE  J.  GODT 

Attorneys  at  Law 

▼ TENANT  ADVOCACY 

▼ Partnership  Protection 
Documents 

▼ Durable  Powers  Of 
Attorney 

T Simple  Wills 

▼ Other  Civil  Matters 

Reasonable  Rates 
Flexible  Appointments 
Free  Initial  Consultation 

(415)  285-3626 

3163  Mission  Street,  Suite  300 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Cbe  lASC  Címe  PAQADS  <5<  CbRfSCfAOS  AQReeD  to  cooperate  was 
back  before  this  millennium  began.  The  church  had  grown  weary  of  its  hopeless  battle  to  suppress 
the  potent  spring  Carnaval  stirrings  and  so  the  Pope  quietly  proposed  a truce  for  the  to  the  many 
pagan  spring  ritual  traditionalists  the  parish  priests  had  been  unable  to  suppress.  In  short,  the 
church  would  agree  to  reserve  judgment  quietly  if  the  townspeople  would  end  spring  celebrations 
the  day  before  Lent  began  on  Ash  Wednesday.  Lent  is  a time  of  reflection  and  prayer  leading  to  the 
central  Church  celebration  of  the  rebirth  of  Christ.  The  Church’s  main  contribution  to  these  ancient 
festivals  would  become  naming  them  all  "farewell  to  the  flesh"  or  Camc-vale  (the  Latin  roots.)  For 
its  part,  the  Christian  Church,  would  honor  a popular  pagan  goddess  of  Spring  by  naming  their 
solemn  ceremony  on  the  first  Sunday  following  the  first  full  moon  of  Spring  after  the  Saxon 
goddess  Eostre.  In  Europe  the  cold  weather  of  February  helped  subdue  the  wild  public  masking, 
dancing,  and  making  merry  but  was  impotent  in  many  cultures  of  the  New  World  near  the  Equator 
or  Southern  Hemisphere  where  February  is  a mid-summer  month.  Throughout  time  Carnaval  has 
been  a central  organizing  force  for  expression  of  the  tribe’s  collective  soul  of  past  and  future  and 
here  in  the  New  World  the  brilliance  of  some  of  these  celebrations  has  become  the  central 
organizing  principle  of  cities  like  Rio  and  Salvador  Brazil,  New  Orleans  and  Port-of-Spain 
Trinidad. 


Carnaval-San  Francisco  (C'SF)  is  the  world's  greatest  annual  collection  of  these 
syncretic  new  world  traditions,  and  like  all  new  Carnavals  of  this  century  it  is  held  closer  to 
summer  when  the  weather  is  more  accommodating.  Our  spot  as  the  future  marquee  event  for 
May's  Memorial  Weekend  in  the  new  Aquarian  millennium  means  the  Grand  Parade  on  the 
Mission  Miracle  Mile  will  be  held  this  year  on  Sunday  May  25,  1997.  The  journey  is  your  prize 
and  Carnaval  '97  planners  are  now  asking  you  to  join  in  and  get  ready  for  the  final  glorious 
dance  down  this  Boulevard  of  Dreams. 

a a d 

The  28th  annual  Brazilian  Ball  at  the  Qalleria  is  here.  ( Sat.February  8, 
8pm  1 henry  Adams  Square).  CamavaLmeets_Mardi  Oras  is  the  theme  but  most  go 
for  the  indescribable  energy  pumped  higher  w/  performers  like  Maria  Souza  and 
Aquerella.  Carlos  Aceituno  w/  Fogo  na  Roupa  Celia  Malheiros  and  her  big 
Brazilian  All-Stars  band  plus  Axé  music  direct  from  Salvador-Bahia,  Brazil  w/ 
Sueldo  Soares  (info-334-0106) 

Congrats  to  the  top  C'SF  1996  finishers  D'Midas  three-peating  as  Grand 
Champ  with  Oakland's  Mas  Maker  Massive  hot  in  pursuit.  Brazilian  Champion  Piara 
Reggae  set  new  standards  for  C'SF  yet  Togo  na  Roupa  and  Samba  do  Coracao 
were  right  there  as  well.  Fogo,  once  again,  was  the  only  Brazilian  group  to  make 
the  sister  Oakland  parade  the  next  day  at  Caribana  in  Oaklands's  Mosswood  Park 
and  keep  the  spirit  growing  for  our  leading  Bay  Area  unity  event....  Monica 
Conrady  will  take  over  this  space  beginning  next  month  while  yours  truly  collects 
Brazil  pics  for  www.carnaval.com  where  you  can  find  the  below  awards  w/  color 
jpegs...  Sony  no  CMC  poster  this  year,  however  the  aforementioned  web  site  will 
create  a page  or  link  for  every  band  in  the  parade.... MECA  Parade  Artistic  Director 
Marcus  Gordon,  responding  to  input  that  parade  had  become  too  long,  has 
closed  the  application  process  for  groups  not  in  last  year's  parade  (kid's  parade?.) 
CARNAVAL  COUNTDOWN  1996  AWARDS  & REVIEW 


Best  Caribbean:  D’ Midas  International  (1st  overall 
officially) 

Best  Brazilian:  Mara  Reggae  (2nd  overall  officially 

Best  Latin:  Comparsa  Viva  Panama 

Best  Indian:  Xiuhoatc  Aztec 

Best  Bolivian  Renacer  Folklórico  Bolivia 

Best  African:  Cape  Verde 

Best  Sound:  Batu  Pitu 

21st  Century  Art:  A Waking  Dream  did  Funkus 
Amungus 

Best  Combination  of  Celebration  of  Life  Traditions: 

Redwood  City’s  Taft  Elem.  w/  Cinderella  in  New 
Orleans 

Radical  Amazement  Award  NORCAL  debuts  the  garbage  can 
drill  team  to  much  amazement.  Birds  oj  Paradise  opened 
eyes  wide  on  strength  of  individual  costumes 
Pushing  the  Envelope:  Oya  Nike  w / Ruben  Tcxidor  put 
together  the  best. Latin  Caribbean  parade  ever  assembled  in 
the  Bay  Area  with  12  comparsas  and  numerous  well 
rehearsed  dance  wings  in  tribute  to  the  pantheon  of  Orishás. 
Visit  them  on  Valencia  (nr  24th) 

Moat  Original:  Cheapskates  they  sure  can  fill  a parade  gap  w/ 
surprises 

Most  Photographed:  (¡inga  Brazil  float  before  the  parade 
even  began  certain  lovelies  were  demonstrating  their  total 
command  of  the  moves  which  can  reduce  a male  to  jelly  or 
gather  a throng  of  photographers 
Most  Improved:  Oya  Nike  (but  ignored  by  judges) 

Profiles  In  Courage:  Debra  Seon  Copeland  who  wore  the 
huge  Stephen  Derrick  Queen  costume  on  a knee  she 
wrecked  in  C96-SF  Luck  held  as  D’Midas  won  it  all  each 
of  her  3 years  as  Queen 

Best  Band  on  the  Road:  Caribbean  Junglz  Apart  w/  Tony 
Dee  backing  the  debut  of  Cclisse  Johnson’s  BACC 
Steelpan:  Mission  Chabol  Rebels  (sponsored  by  SFPD- 
Mission)  giving  them  the  edge  over  big  brother  Chahoi 
Panhandlers  (w  Masqued  Revellers) 

Brazilian:  Zeco  do  Trombone  Brazilian  Ensemble  (Batu  Pirn) 

Latin  Iai  Mourga  (Viva  Panama) 

Most  Inspirational:  Calypso  Rose  who  did  7 shows  in  three 
(Jays  and  is  fast  becoming  a local  icon  of  Bay  Area 
Caribbean  Carnival  Don’t  miss  her  in  ’97‘ 

Best  Kids:  Buena  Vista  (official)  competition  is  finally  getting 
stronger  and  a youth  category  could  be  opened 
Most  Original  Costumes:  (official  as  well)  Wendy  Miller  did 
Hall  of  Fame  work  for  Mara  Reggae  & Mary  Dollar 
(Samha  do  Coracao)  scored  w / strong  combinations  L. 
Caroll’s  Alice  in  the  "wonder"  of  Brazil 
Best  Giant  Costume.  Barney  Blaizc  All  Ah  We  the  huge 
black  lady  making  Callaloo 

TitlllaUon  Analysis:  Zenia  (Birds  oj  Paradise)  whose  many 
fans  continue  to  grow,  worked  the  sideline  crowds  w / much 
zest  and  only  a hat  on  top  Hunk  husband  Paul  of  Valencia 
Cyctery  was  close  behind  and  he’s  not  shy  either  It’s  a 
cultural  thing  as  the  4 Brazilian  led  bands.  Aquerella  A 
MU  A.  (¡inga  Brazil  and  Birds  of  Paradise  emphasize 
Brazilian  culture’s  fascination  with  tantalizing  parts  of  the 
human  form  more  than  their  counterparts  in  the  other  six 
samba  schools. 

Best  Victory  Lap:  Queen  Silvana  Sousa  of  Aquerella  whose 
samba  moves  include  some  amazing  foot  work  joined  her 
group  on  the  parade's  best  float  for  a 2nd  performance  before 
the  delighted  crowds 

Missing  In  Action  Spirit  oj  Polynesia.  Lisa  Silva,  Chalo 
Kdwardo,  Betho  Filho,  Rosanna.  French  American  School 
Best  Trend:  Youth  on  the  move  w / many  pluses  inc/  1st  SF 
Rec  it  Park  entry,  and  growing  sections  of  youth  in  Escola 
Nava.  MMM,  Ü Midas,  All  Ah  We.  Saha  do  Coracao.  Viva 
Panama,  B A.C..C..,Fogo  na  Roupa, 

Worst  Trend.  Little  publicity  inc/  zip  in  May  by  SF  Weekly 
Grand  Marshals  Billy  & Ruby  Biggie,  "the  adorable  fantasy 
characters" 


Best  Presentation  of  Official  Theme-XhildncN's  Fairy 
Tales  Samba  do  Coracao  w/  Alice  in  the  Wonderland 
of  Brazil 

Best  New  Entries:  Bay  Area  Caribbean  Connection  or 
BACC.  Cleveland  Elem  (after  10  years  another  school 
uses  Buena  Vista  Model,  good  work  Jo\)  SF  Rec  & 
Park  (Afro-Brazilian  for  youth);  Shapeshifler 
(Polynesian)  NORCAL  (let’s  see  the  ‘97  encore  before 
your  next  garbage  rate  increase) 


U«n  R#gg»e  QUEENS  7-  Wandy  Miller,  Blanche  Brown  A Melinda  Moore 


Cross-Cultural  Award:  Henry  Trim  producer  of  the  World 
Carnaval  Ball  w / 2 stages  for  Calypso.  Salsa  and  Samba  t the 
( dihedral  Hill  Holel 

Best  Rumor  Bacchanals  MECA’s  finances.  Jo  & Chalo 
story.  Betho  to  be  King  (since  moved  to  Germany) 

Best  Spirit:  D Midas,  Fogo  na  Roupa,  Mara  Reggae.  Birds  of 
Paradise,  Viva  Panama,  Cleveland  F. 

Best  youth  percussion  Horace  Mann  Middle  school 
Best  percussion: Mara  Reggae  by  Mestre  Low’s  debut  was 
"lit  the  moment''  Samha  do  Coracao  hy  Fernando  de 
Sanjines  scored  with  strong  arrangements  ).  (¡inga  Brazil 
Dennis  Broughton  brought  in  biggest  hom  sect  ever 
Faga  na  Roupa  's  Carlos  Aceituno  looking  splendid  in 
while  tux  w / tails)  merged  Mission  youth  group  Bloco  Loco 
to  form  biggest  batena  since  76  players  in  last  Escola 
championship  (’89)  José  Lorenzo,  founding  father  of  Bay 
Area  Brazilian  Percussion  led  the  drum  sect,  of  the  big  band 
assembled  by  Kip  Farris  of  Batu  Piiu  MHA  made  their 
3rd  bus  trip  up  and  Luizinho  showed  why  their  tops  in  LA 
LA  land..  Jelta  Taylor,  the  talented  songwriter  proved 
Samha  Mundial  a force  to  reckoned  with  strong  2nd  year 
showing..  Webmaster  Glen  Taylor  relocated  venerable 
Escala  Nova  de  Samha  to  Bemal  Heights  Neighborhood 
Center  and  began  the  rebuilding  process  w / the  many  vets  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Beit  Event:  The  legendary  Steelpan  player  Boogsle  Sharp 
before  thousands  at  Chahoi  College  in  Hayward  w/  Andy 
Narell  produced  by  Jim  Munsingrider  (Chahoi 
Panhandlers) 

Best  Off-Season  Event:  Annual  I)  Midas  New  Year's  Eve 

Party  in  the  Southbay  Hundreds  in  attendencc  indicates  lots 
more  good  stuff  to  come  from  defending  Champs 
Salute  to  MECA  Volunteers:  Especially  Parade  Chairs  Alina 
Laguna  (Prez  SF  Hispanic  Chamber)  Ann  Cervantes, 
Victoria  Vargas 

A few  fo  watch  tor  1997:  Maria  Sousa  & Aquerella  stars  of 
cyberspace  as  well  as  locally  Carlos  Aceituno  of  Fogo  na 
Roupa  perhaps  C'SF's  most  respected  and  influential 
bandleader  Sam  Ruiz  of  Mission  Neighborhood  Centers 
Inc  who  created  MECA  to  takeover  parade  production  and 
has  been  discussing  a new  contract  with  Mitch  Salazar  of 
RAP  A MECA  for  some  time  Roberto  Hernandez  who  is 
now  producing  2 of  the  4 big  street  events  in  the  Mission 
Day  of  the  Dead  St  24th  St  Fair  for  2-ith  Si  Merchants. 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  and  his  wife.  Carnaval  icon  Blanche 
Brown  plus  their  good  friend  Oakland  Mayor  Elihu 
Harris  who  has  been  quitely  supporting  Carnival  festival  arts 
and  hoping  for  an  eruption  for  many  years  now. 
www.camaval.com.  the  leading  guide  to  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  celebrations  of  the  world 
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Luscious  Lucy’s 


Luscious  Lucy  herself  with  a mysterious  umbrella  man.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson! 


When  you’ve  got  the  urge  for  a snack 
but  aren’t  up  to  the  intricacies  of  another 
culture’s  menu,  the  rules  of  engagement 
for  dealing  with  the  elite  wait  folk  at  the 
California  cuisine  spot  are  more  than  you 
can  manage  and  the  corporate  McGrub 
joints  make  you  feel  like  an  extra  in 
"Solyent  Green",  don’t  you  wish  there 
was  a nice  and  simple  sidewalk- tabled 
place  where  you  could  get  a bowl  of  chili 
and  maybe  an  ice  cream  cone,  without 
having  to  visit  an  ATM  first?  Well,  don’t 
you?  Relax,  Luscious  Lucy  is  waiting  for 
you  at  the  corner  of  22nd  and  Valencia. 
This  easy  going  ice  cream  cafe  offers  a 
variety  of  soups,  quiches,  pasta,  pastries, 
sandwiches  and  ice  cream  concoctions 
(featuring  Bud’s  Ice  Cream).  It’s  like  a 
return  to  the  old  malt  shop  Pop  Tate  ran 
in  Archie  Comics  but  with  a Valencia 
Street  caffeine  twist.  House  special  cof- 
fee drinks  range  from  the  milk  shake-  like 


El  Cubano  ( espresso  and  vanilla  ice 
cream)  to  the  Italiano  (a  double  shot  of 
espresso  with  a vanilla  ice  cream  floater). 
For  those  with  a real  need  for  legal 
speed,  there  is  also  the  fearful  depth 
charge  of  a large  coffee  with  a shot  of 
espresso.  Sandwiches  are  tasty  and  of 
ample  proportions  - the  stew  and  the 
chili  are  both  fulfilling  experiences.  If 
like  many  neighborhood  denizens,  you 
have  a Mission  Street  budget  but  Valen- 
cia Street  appetites,  don’t  worry.  Almost 
everything  at  Luscious  Lucy’s  is  under 
five  bucks. 

Luscious  Lucy’s  is  located  at  1109 
Valencia  Street  and  is  open  every  day 
from  8 a.m.,  to  9 p.m.,  but  will  be  open 
until  10  p.m.  on  weekdays  and  1 1 p.m.  on 
weekends  when  ice  cream  friendly 
weather  begins,  around  March  1.  Call 
824-7659. 


HAZAHEZ 

RESTAURANT 


3083  16th  STREET 


BETWEEN  MISSION  & UALENCIA 

TEL  62 1 -4 1 89 


OPEN 

11  TO  11  WEEKDAYS 
11  TO  12  WEEKENDS 


SANDWICHES 

Vour  choice  of  Lavash  or  Pita  Bread 

1.  FALAFEL  $3.25 

Fresh  Falatel  served  with  Hummus.Tahini  Sauce 
and  Tomato. 

2.SUPER  FALAFEL  S3.S0 

Fresh  Falatel  served  with  Hummus.  Broiled 
Euplant.  Tomato.  Garlic  and  Voeurt  Sauce. 

3.  SHAWERMA  $4.50 

Marinated  Lamb  or  Beef  Grilled  Slowly  on  an 
uprieht  spit.  Tomato.  Red  Onion.  Tahml  Sauce. 

4.  CHICKEN  SHAWERMA  $4.50 
Boneless  Chicken  Strips  Marinated  in  Lemon.  Garlic 
and  Spices.  Broiled  Tomato.Omon  and  Yoeurt 
Garlic  Sauce. 


ASK  FOR  OUR  SPICY  HOT 
MARISA  SAUCE 


FREE  DELIVERY 


WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

3392  24TH  ST.; 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  29TH  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 

Come  and  enjoy  our  dining  room 
open  7 days  a week. 

HOURS 

1 1AM  - 11PM  Sunday  through 
Thursday  1 1AM  - midnight 
Friday/Saturday 

1 

$3  OFF  $2  OFF  $1  OFF  j 

! -X-LARGE  LARGE  MEDIUM  ¡ 
Minimum  3 Toppings 

I Not  valid  with  «de  orden  Please  mention  coupon  when  ! 
I ./rderinij  Oilers  cannot  bo  Combined  I 

Valid  anytime 

I 1 
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Da 

Column 


by  Willie*L.  Brown  Jr. 


The  1%  Solution 


With  tax  time  rolling  around,  busi- 
nesses in  San  Francisco  have  a wonderful 
opportunity  to  give  back  to  their  com- 
munity - and  in  the  process,  improve  the 
quality  of  life  and  physical  surroundings 
of  the  neighborhoods  in  which  they  do 
business. 

I’m  talking  about  the  Neighborhood 
Beautification  Fund  (NBF),  a Mayor’s 
Office  program  that  sponsors  cleanup 
and  graffiti-removal  projects  around  the 
City.  Local  businesses  are  the  driving 
force  behind  the  NBF,  which  they  fund  by 
designating  1 percent  of  their  local  busi- 
ness taxes  to  the  program. 

The  1 percent  allocation  is  voluntary, 
and  it  doesn’t  cost  the  participating  busi- 
nesses a single  extra  dollar  — it  simply 
directs  taxes  their  already  paying  to  a 
specific  project  we  can  all  feel  good 
about,  a project  that  produces  tangible 
benefits  for  companies  doing  business  in 
San  Francisco.  It’s  rare  that  we  can  point 
exactly  to  where  our  specific  tax  dollars 
are  going,  but  the  Neighborhood 
Beautification  Fund  gives  business 
owners  that  very  opportunity! 

The  NBF  was  created  in  1990  by  San 
Francisco  voters,  and  has  already  raised 
more  than  $2  million  for  litter  and  graf- 
fiti-removal projects  all  over  the  City. 
More  than  a thousand  local  businesses 
designate  their  1 percent  to  the  NBF 
every  year  - everyone  from  multination- 
als in  the  Financial  District  to  mom-and- 
pop  operations  on  West  Portal.  Since 
1991,  more  than  800  square  blocks  have 
been  cleaned  of  litter  or  graffiti,  580  trees 
have  been  planted,  130  trash  receptacles 
have  been  placed  and  thirty  murals  have 
been  painted. 

And  in  case  you’re  not  yet  sold  on  the 
neighborhood  cleanup  idea,  consider 
this:  most  of  the  litter  and  graffiti- 
removal  projects  sponsored  by  the  NBF 
employ  youngsters  doing  after-school, 
summertime  or  volunteer  work.  The 
Beautification  Fund  puts  kids  to  work 
cleaning  up  their  neighborhoods  and 


gives  them  a stake  in  the  physical  upkeep 
of  their  community.  So  far,  some  1,800 
San  Francisco  youths  have  helped  per- 
form cleanups. 

A few  examples  of  NBF-funded 
projects  include: 

• Bayview  Hunters  Point  Founda- 
tion/Youth Services,  which  con- 
ducts weekend  litter  cleanups 
and  ties  the  youngsters’  employ- 
ment to  the  maintaining  of  their 
grades  in  school; 

• Precita  Eyes  Mural  Art  Center, 
which  coordinates  the  creation 
and  installation  of  mural  projects 
and  employs  youths  in  the 
designing  and  painting  process; 

• Greater  Geary  Boulevard  Mer- 
chants Association,  which  hires 
homeless  workers  to  do  daily  lit- 
ter and  graffiti  cleanups  in  the 
Richmond; 

• Portero  Neighborhood  House, 
which  coordinates  regular  graf- 
fiti cleanups  performed  by  public 
housing  residents; 

San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners’  "Green  Team",  which  utilizes 
young  volunteers  who  are  working  off 
sentences  of  community  service  hours  to 
clean  up  heavily  littered  areas  and  do 
planting  and  light  landscaping. 

If  you’re  a business  owner  and  your 
company  isn’t  already  a Neighborhood 
Beautification  Fund  sponsor,  it’s  time  to 
sign  up.  If  you’re  an  employee,  ask  your 
boss.  It’s  time  you  allowed  your  tax  dol- 
lars to  go  to  work  right  before  your  very 
eyes. 

The  deadline  for  filing  1996  business 
taxes  is  February  28,  but  businesses  can 
still  designate  even  if  they’ve  already  paid 
their  taxes.  And  by  opting  for  "automatic 
designation",  you  can  make  sure  the  tax 
collector  directs  your  1 percent  designa- 
tion every  time  you  pay  taxes.  For  more 
information,  call  NBF  director  Kim 
Fowler  at  (415)  554-9854. 


M^^FLASH  ORCUSTOh*^^ 


C4l5)b2l-(>0% 
513 VALENCIA  a\ 
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S'  KV1CE 


TATTOOS 


Order  to  Go! 
Free  Delivery! 

Open  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


MEXICAN  FOOD 

Fresh  Fast  Delicious 


Tel:  693-9613 
fox  693-9614 


380  Bush  Street  near  Kearny 

(Downstairs)  San  Francisco,  CA  94108 


Homeboys  Away  From  Home 


Filmmaker  and  Mission  District  na- 
tive Peter  Bratt’s  directorial  debut,  Fol- 
low Me  Home,  opens  Friday,  February 
14  at  the  AMC  Kabuki  8 Theater.  The 
film  follows  four  mural  artists  on  a trip 
across  America  to  paint  a mural  in  their 
own  "vibrant  colors"  on  the  White 
House. 

Their  vibrant  colors  come  to  us 
through  four  main  characters:  Tudee,  a 
Chicano  activist;  Abel,  Tudee’s  street- 
smart  cousin;  Kaz,  a well-educated 
African-American  and  Freddy,  a soft- 
spoken  Native-American.  The  movie  is 
spiced  with  Evey  (Alfre  Woodard),  an 
African-American  woman  carrying  a 
mysterious  package,  who  joins  the  four 
somewhere  mid-trip.  Like  other  films  in 
the  road-trip  genre,  the  experiences  on 
the  road  reflect  the  characters’  interior 
landscape.  The  five  characters  battle 


racism,  experience  internal  fighting  and 
confront  death.  These  dynamics  occur 
within  each  of  the  characters,  through 
dream  sequences  and  memories  that  are 
creative  and  complex.  The  major  attrac- 
tion of  the  film,  though,  is  the  sincerity 
and  care  that  the  actors  and  director 
bring  to  it. 

Would-be  cliché  scenes  are  turned 
into  compelling  moments  in  the  film. 
For  instance,  at  one  point  in  the  story  the 
five  characters  chant  the  lyrics  of 
"Rappers’  Delight"  with  success.  Any 
other  Hollywood  director  would  never 
have  pulled  that  one  off,  but  Bratt  does 
so  with  the  sincerity  and  integrity.  Fol- 
low Me  Home  is  important  not  because 
of  a message,  but  because  it  presents  us 
with  the  complexities  of  race  and  diver- 
sity. 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you  get 
a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/ BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) , Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 
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SANK  OF  CANTON 
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LENDER 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  m 1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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History  on  the  Redstone’s  Walls 


by  Paula  Tejeda 

Back  in  March  of  1993,  New  Mis- 
sion News  published  an  article  about  a 
group  of  local  artists  and  activists  that  got 
together  to  form  the  Clarion  Alley  Mural 
Project  (CAMP).  In  the  article,  Clarion 
Alley  is  described  as  an  alley  that  "runs 
between  Mission  and  Valencia  Streets 
next  to  the  heavy  drug  and  prostitution 
area  on  17th  and".  Today,  better  than 
anywhere  else,  Clarion  Alley  bridges 
Mission  ghetto  life  with  the  Valencia 
"bohemian"  scene.  The  alley  is  a gallery 
of  murals  painted  by  different  local  ar- 
tists that  have  gone  through  the  program. 
It  is  also  dark  enough  to  keep  on  smelling 
like  a sewer,  and  everything  from  broken 
bottles  to  syringes  is  part  of  the  scene. 

The  CAMP  idea  was  started  by 
Michael  O’Connor,  Aaron  Noble, 
Aracely  Soriano,  Sebastiana  Pastor, 
Mary  Gail  Snyder  and  Rigo  93  (who  is 
now  Rigo  97;  O’Connor  is  no  longer  with 
the  group).  CAMP  administrates  sup- 
plies like  paint  and  ladders,  and  does 
some  carpentry  work  for  artists  so  they 
can  do  their  thing  on  a garage  door  or 
wall  space.  If  you’ve  ever  walked  down 
Clarion  Alley,  you’ve  surely  seen  the 
work  of  Brazilian  cartoonist  Luno 
(Filth),  who  put  a strung  out  cat  up  on 
one  of  the  walls  (one  of  the  best  ones). 
Another  favorite  of  mine  is  the  electric 
escalator  painted  on  a garage  door.  The 
CAMP  group  then  took  on  projects  out- 
side Clarion  Alley,  and  in  1995  col- 


laborated on  a mural  at  ILWU  Local  6, 
the  Warehousemen’s  Union.  In  1994 
they  recreated  a section  of  Clarion  Alley 
at  the  San  Francisco  Art  Institute. 

Laura  Brun  of  The  Lab  approached 
the  Clarion  Alley  Mural  Project  with  the 
idea  of  doing  a mural  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Redstone  Building.  Laura  Brun  and  pro- 
gram director  Aaron  Noble  collaborated 
on  writing  the  grant  and  much  to  their 
surprise,  Creative  Work  Funds  awarded 
them  the  money  for  the  project.  Late 
June,  the  Redstone  Building  tenants, 
which  include  The  Lab,  Theater 
Rhinoceros  and  Chile  Lindo,  were  in- 
vited to  a meeting.  At  the  meeting,  we 
collaborated  on  ideas  for  the  project,  but 
the  main  subject  for  the  project  would  be 
the  building’s  labor  history.  Mary  New- 
son  and  Noble  worked  intensely  on  the 
research. 

Working  Class 
Heroes 

The  history  of  the  Redstone  Building 
is  fascinating.  It  was  built  in  1914  as  the 
San  Francisco  Labor  Temple.  Every  im- 
portant politician  of  the  City  spoke  there 
at  some  point,  as  well  as  all  the  important 
union  organizers.  Hundreds  of  labor 
unions  had  their  offices  in  the  building. 
(A  small  barber  shop  called  Temple 
Shave  used  to  be  located  where  Chile 
Lindo  is  today.) 

CAMP  distributed  among  the  artists 
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Mario  Navarete  of  Doorman’s  Local  #14  views  one  of  the  Redstone  Muráis 
Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


difieren  t subjects  related  to  the 
building’s  history.  Six  of  them  relate  to 
the  labor  history,  spanning  1914  to  1966. 
On  the  ground  floor,  Chuck  Sperry 
recreated  a meeting  to  plan  the  national- 
ly significant  1934  San  Francisco  General 
Strike.  In  the  1920’s,  there  were  thirty 
all-women  unions  in  the  City;  most  had 
offices  in  this  building.  The  Isis 
Rodriguez  work  above  the  elevator  was 
inspired  by  the  all-women  Bindery 
Workers  Union.  Sebastiana  Pastor’s  sub- 
ject was  on  the  first  Chinese  garment 
workers’  strike.  This  strike  was  especially 
significant  since  San  Francisco  unions 
were  formed  with  the  motive  of  keeping 
Chinese  emigrants  out  of  the  labor  force. 
San  Francisco  was  basically  built  on 
Asian  labor  and  anti-Asian  sentiment 
ran  high.  In  the  1920’s,  union  members 
took  their  business  exclusively  to  the 
"anti-Japanese  laundry"  (not  exactly 
politically  correct).  Up  until  the  1950’s, 
union  solidarity  was  so  strong  that  if  a 
business  didn’t  carry  the  union  label, 
union  members  would  not  spend  their 
dollars  there —all  this  during  a time  when 
those  usually  providing  laundry  service 
were  Asian. 

Aaron  Noble’s  mural  is  a scene  of  the 
most  dramatic  chapter  in  the  building’s 
history.  It  shows  militant  labor  organizer 
Dow  Wilson  throwing  out  the  corrupt 
union  official  Ben  Rasnick  from  the 
Labor  Temple.  Dow  Wilson  was  respon- 
sible for  the  merger  of  House  Painters 
Union  San  Francisco  Locals  #19  and 
#1158,  into  a single  Local  #4.  He  be- 
came very  popular  and  powerful,  not  only 
in  Local  #4  but  in  other  union  locals  as 
well.  Ben  Rasnick  had  broken  solidarity 
by  sending  some  of  the  painters  back  to 
work  before  the  strike  was  settled. 
Rasnick’s  loyalty  was  questioned  by  the 
Painters  International  and  Dow  Wilson 
exposed  him.  From  then  on,  Rasnick  was 
known  as  "Ratfink".  "Fink"  is  the  worst 
thing  you  can  call  a union  man;  it  means 
you’ve  betrayed  the  workers  to  the  bos- 
ses. 

On  April  5, 1966  at  the  corner  of  16th 
and  South  Van  Ness  Streets,  Dow  Wilson 
was  murdered  by  shotgun  fire.  The  story 


continues  like  a fifties  movie  script.  Ras 
nick  was  acquitted,  in  spite  of  testimony 
from  the  very  man  that  shot  Wilson  at 
Rasnick’s  orders.  The  jury  didn’t  lose 
much  sleep  over  it,  given  that  Wilson 
was  considered  to  be  a leftist,  a radical 
and  a trouble  maker-so  good  riddance! 
In  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
you  can  say  anything  you  want  - as  long 
as  no  one  is  listening.  Our  dictator  also 
wears  green,  he  is  immortal,  he  is 
General  Dollars. 

Some  of  the  murals  include  other 
aspects  of  the  building’s  history.  Barry 
McGee  did  an  emigration  piece;  Carolyn 
Castano’s  work  is  about  the  Filipino- 
American  senior  citizens  ballroom  dan- 
ces; Rigo  97  focuses  on  the 
environmental  groups  that  are  also 
tenants  of  the  building;  and  John  Fadeff 
was  inspired  by  the  foundations  working 
there.  The  entrance  to  The  Lab  was 
painted  by  local  artist  Scott  Williams, 
whose  work  can  be  seen  at  Burger  Joint 
and  Leathertongue  Video. 

The  murals  at  the  entrance  to  Theater 
Rhino  are  in  process.  In  any  case,  the 
Clarion  Alley  Mural  Project  is  an  ongo- 
ing process  and  interested  artists  can  al- 
ways approach  this  collective  with  their 
ideas.  I asked  Aaron  what  are  we  all  going 
to  do  to  get  the  Alley  in  better  shape,  out 
of  respect  to  the  artists  and  to  those  that 
visit.  Some  ideas  came  up,  one  of  which 
is  that  CAMP  find  funds  to  pay  Sunrise 
Cleaners,  the  street  cleaning  youth  busi- 
ness which  originated  out  of  the  Colom- 
bia Park  Boys’  and  Girls’  Club,  to  clean 
up  the  Alley. 

A Mercado  Moment 

If  you’ve  ever  watched  the  Spanish 
language  television  Channel  14,  you 
might  have  seen  Walter  Mercado,  the 
astrological  wizard.  On  Thursday, 
January  23  at  9:30  a.m.  - full  moon  in 
New  York-  a simultaneous  meditation 
around  the  world  took  place  to  welcome 
the  Age  of  Aquarius.  According  to  Wal- 
ter Mercado,  we  are  now  entering  an  era 
of  enlightenment  y mucho  Amor! 


you  really  want  to  make  time 
last  forever  give  it  to  a child 


For  as  little  as  one  hour  a week, 
you  could  make  a lifetime  of  difference  to 
Call  San  Francisco  SchodI  Volunteers  today 
http://www.maximov.com/sfsv 


PAGE  18  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  FEBRUARY  1997 


Busted! 


Last  call  on  Chavez  Street  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Seeing  the  Elephant 

by  Elizabeth  Milos 


The  White  Elephant  Saga 


One  more  of  the  Mission’s  hellhole 
bars  bit  the  dust  last  month  when  the 
police  and  city  attorney’s  office  prevailed 
upon  the  landlord  of  Las  Girasoles  at 
3358  Chavez  Street  to  evict  his  bad  news 
tenants.  The  small  establishment,  a sort 
of  hellhole  in  the  wall,  nevertheless  rack- 
ed up  45  calls  for  police  service  during 
one  six  month  period  for  offenses  such  as 
sale  of  cocaine,  possession  of  PCP, 
firearms  violations  and  gambling.  A let- 
ter sent  to  Chief  of  Police  Lau  in  May, 
19%  complained  that  "children  and  the 
elderly  are  prey  to  the  bandits  who  meet 
after  midnight  at  Las  Girasoles  Bar  and 
conduct  their  nefarious  business." 

It  was  during  an  all-night  dice  game 
at  the  bar  that  former  owner  Francisco 
Lopez  agreed  to  sell  the  place  to  con- 
victed cocaine  dealer  Ivan  Castillo  for 
$10,000.  Castillo  paid  Lopez  in  install- 


ments of  $2,000  a month  and  also  gave 
him  $2,000  a month  for  the  rent.  Lopez 
never  paid  the  rent,  and  after  five  months 
demanded  an  additional  $10,000.  Castil- 
lo then  wrested  control  of  the  bar  from 
Lopez,  but  as  a convicted  felon  was 
forced  to  operate  illegally,  through  a 
third  party.  Castillo  was  arrested  for 
cocaine  sales  in  December,  19%  and  he, 
too,  failed  to  pay  the  rent.  When  the  cops, 
landlord  and  locksmith  converged  on  the 
place  on  Friday,  January  24,  the  bar  was 
stripped  of  everything  of  value.  Las 
Girasoles  complimentary  1997  calendar 
cards  were  scattered  on  the  bar,  along 
with  a promoter’s  letter  offering  to  put 
on  lingerie  shows  featuring  "lovely 
ladies"  for  $300. 

"It  was  like  Hotel  California  with  dice 
every  night,"  said  one  neighbor. 


In  mid-January  of  this  year,  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  administration  changed  the 
locks  of  Mission  Gráfica,  leaving  artists  and 
volunteers  without  access  to  their  artwork. 
This  surprise  move  was  carried  out  suppos- 
edly to  conduct  an  inventory  yet  no  one 
whom  I spoke  with  had  been  notified  in 
advance.  Calixto  Robles,  well-known  Bay 
Area  artist  and  teacher  at  Mission  Gráfica 
was  on  vacation  and  received  word  of  his 
demotion  via  long  distance. 

At  the  time,  it  seems  that  plans  were 
underway  to  replace  the  group  of  artists 
working  at  Mission  Gráfica  with  another 
group,  (a  younger,  less  experienced  and 
therefore,  more  manageable  one), 
“Latinismo”.  In  any  event,  the  people  I 
spoke  with  demonstrated  a sincere  interest 
in  working  with  Latinismo,  in  spite  of  the 
administration’s  alleged  efforts  to  pit  art- 
ists against  each  other. 

At  press  time,  not  much  is  known  yet 
about  what  plans  the  administration  has  for 
Mission  Gráfica  except  that  the 
silkscreening  classes  that  once  were  offered 
no  longer  appear  in  this  year’s  class  sched- 
ule. As  of  yet,  it  is  not  known  whether 
Calixto  Robles  will  be  rehired.  If  plans  for 
Mission  Gráfica  are  anything  similar  to 
those  for  La  Raza  Graphics,  then  we  may 
as  well  say  good-bye  to  that  space,  once 
and  for  all.  La  Raza  Graphics  remains 
closed,  its  state  of  the  art  desktop  publish- 
ing equipment  inaccessible. 

Many  talented  artists  have  gone  through 
the  doors  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
(MCC),  only  to  leave  disgusted  with  the 
administration  or  with  the  policies  imple- 
mented by  the  various  boards  of  directors. 
Other  artists  continue  to  teach  there,  in  spite 
of  the  circumstances:  no  funds  for  materi- 
als for  classes,  ridiculously  low  pay  and 
continuous  obstacles  in  obtaining  and  us- 
ing space. 

For  some  time  now  the  center  has  been 
referred  to,  within  certain  social  circles,  as 
“the  White  Elephant”,  a mammoth  style 
building  with  no  content  and  no  color,  so 
to  speak. 

The  last  lockout  fiasco,  in  1995,  closed 
the  entire  MCC  down  and  apparently  was 
due  to  conflicts  between  the  Board  and  ad- 
ministration of  that  time.  Heated  commu- 
nity meetings  were  held,  in  which  I also 
took  part,  that  resulted  in  the  forced  resig- 
nation of  director  Roberto  Carrillo  and 
some  of  his  allies.  Some  of  the  board  mem- 
bers also  resigned  and  elections  were  held 
during  one  of  the  community  meetings, 
where  new  members  were  chosen  to  be- 
come part  of  the  Board.  This  was  to  be  a 
transition  team  until  new  elections  were  to 
be  held  to  include  more  participation  of 
artists,  teachers  and  community  members. 
Since  that  time,  three  of  the  new  members 
have  resigned. 

It  seems  that  the  President  of  the  Board. 
Cecilia  Guidos  (one  of  the  new  members 
whom  I voted  for)  has  interpreted  her  role 
rather  broadly,  leaving  little  room  for  demo- 
cratic decision-making  and  has  continued 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center  tradition  of 
alienating  artists  and  community  members 
alike.  That  was  not  what  I voted  for. 

I voted  for  something  that  I remember 
was  possible  long  ago,  that  has  become 
forgotten  in  all  this  mess.  Share  with  me, 
for  a moment,  the  indulgence  of  a fond 
memory: 


It  is  1978  and  I walk  into  the  MCC 
ground  floor  for  the  first  time. 
Teenagers  are  laughing  and  glanc- 
ing up  at  me  while  painting  a beau- 
tiful mural  of  a Latin  American 
leader  on  the  glass  on  the  front. 

The  music  is  playing.  There  are 
young  actors  at  the  other  end.  near 
a large  stage,  rehearsing  their 
lines  for  a play  to  be  presented  by 
the  end  of  that  summer. 

That  was  before  the  renovation,  in  which 
the  enormous  first  floor  theater  and  activi- 
ties area  was  reduced  to  a lobby  area  and  a 
small  theater  with  a seating  capacity  of  only 
140.  The  renovation  took  approximately 
four  years  to  complete  but  that  really  didn’t 
matter  anyway,  because  by  the  time  it  be- 
came semi -functional,  few  people  came  in 
spite  of  the  theater  managers’  efforts  to  re- 
vive it. 

Community  and  cultural  events  contin- 
ued to  be  organized  by  cultural  activists 
(like  myself),  yet  certain  “administrative 
considerations”  began  interfering  with  the 
availability  of  the  space.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  an  obscure  selection  criteria  was  be- 
ing implemented.  The  one  area  that  con- 
tinued to  flourish  with  community  partici- 
pation was  Mission  Gráfica,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Rene  Castro. 

Throughout  the  years,  a lot  of  people 
have  put  time,  money  and  talent  into  the 
MCC,  some  striving  to  keep  it  accessible 
to  the  community  through  events,  others 
struggling  to  become  artists,  and  still  oth- 
ers trying  to  survive  as  artists  and  pass  on 
their  skills  to  the  next  generations. 

A recent  Bay  Guardian  article  applauded 
the  efforts  of  four  San  Francisco  cultural 
centers  for  obtaining  funds  for  renovations 
purposes.  One  of  the  four  centers  is  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center. 

Although  the  Center  does  have  some 
structural  problems  that  need  to  be  cor- 
rected to  comply  with  the  building  plans 
and  codes,  according  to  the  previous  build- 
ing manager.  Miguel  Perez,  the  problems 
are  not  so  severe  that  would  warrant  an  all- 
out  closure  of  the  Center  for  renovation 
purposes.  As  of  yet,  it  is  unclear  as  to 
whether  the  proposed  renovations  will  re- 
quire any  “temporary”  closure. 

It  was  discovered  during  the  1995  lock- 
out, that  thousands  of  dollars  of  funding  had 
been  lost  because  the  administration  hadn’t 
submitted  the  paperwork  on  time.  One  of 
the  programs  for  which  funding  was  needed 
was  a youth  training  project.  What  is  un- 
clear to  me  is  why  the  Board  of  Directors 
has  shown  such  skill  in  obtaining  funding 
for  renovation,  yet  apparently  has  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  significant  amount  of 
operation  funds,  except  those  relating  to  its 
administrative  needs. 

Meanwhile,  policies  are  being  imple- 
mented that  undermine  community  partici- 
pation in  cultural  and  artistic  activities,  such 
as  renting  space  for  aerobics  classes,  instead 
of  allowing  artists  to  utilize  the  space  for 
classes. 

While  teenagers  in  our  community  are 
being  funneled  through  the  criminal  justice 
system  for  tagging,  dealing  or  just  stand- 
ing on  street  comers,  “the  White  Elephant” 
stands  alone. 

While  emerging  and  experienced  artists 
continue  to  become  disgusted  with  its  poli- 
cies, "the  White  Elephant”  stands  alone. 
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Mirando  el  Elefante 

por  Elizabeth  Milos 


Saga  del  Elefante  Blanco 


A mediados  de  enero,  la  administración 
del  Centro  Cultural  de  la  Misión  cambió 
las  chapas  de  Misión  Gráfica  dejando  a los 
artistas  y voluntarios  sin  acceso  alguno  a 
sus  trabajos  o proyectos  artísticos.  Supues- 
tamente esto  se  llevó  a cabo  para  hacer  un 
inventario,  pero  nadie  con  quien  yo  con- 
versé había  sido  notificado  de  antemano 
acerca  de  este  plan.  Calixto  Robles,  cono- 
cido artista  y profesor  de  Misión  Gráfica 
fue  informado  acerca  de  su  democión  por 
teléfono  a larga  distancia  mientras  estuvo 
de  vacaciones. 

Durante  este  tiempo,  al  parecer  hubie- 
ron planes  de  reemplazar  al  grupo  de  artis- 
tas y voluntarios  que  estaban  trabajando  en 
Misión  Gráfica  con  otro  grupo  (uno  más 
joven,  de  menos  experiencia  y por  lo  tan- 
to, más  manejable),  "Latinismo”.  De  todas 
maneras,  las  personas  con  las  que  conver- 
sé demostraron  un  verdadero  interés  en  tra- 
bajar conjuntamente  con  Latinismo,  a pe- 
sar de  lo  que  algunos  consideran  ser  esfuer- 
zos de  la  administración  de  crear  conflic- 
tos entre  los  diferentes  grupos  de  artistas. 

Al  tiempo  de  ir  a prensa,  aún  no  se  sabe 
cuales  son  los  planes  de  la  administración 
con  respeto  a Misión  Gráfica  salvo  que  las 
clases  de  serigrafía  que  antes  impartían  ya 
no  aparecen  en  el  calendario  de  clases.  Aún 
no  se  sabe  si  Calixto  Robles  será, 
recontratado.  Si  los  planes  para  Misión 
Gráfica  son  parecidos  a los  que  hubieron 
para  La  Raza  Graphics  entonces  habría  que 
despedirse  de  ese  espacio  de  una  vez  por 
todas.  La  Raza  Graphics  sigue  cerrado;  a 
pesar  de  estar  equipado  con  computadoras, 
scanners  y impresoras  no  permiten  acceso. 

Muchos  artistas  talentosos  han  pasado 
por  las  puertas  del  Centro  Cultural  de  la 
Misión  sólo  para  abandonarlo  por  la  políti- 
ca administrativa  o la  de  las  varias  mesas 
directivas.  Otros  artistas  continúan  dando 
clases  a pesar  de  las  condiciones:  sin  dine- 
ro para  materiales  de  clase,  sueldos  bajos, 
y obstáculos  continuos  en  la  obtención  y 
utilización  del  espacio. 

Ya  durante  bastante  tiempo,  el  Centro 
Cultural  de  la  Misión  ha  sido  referido,  den- 
tro de  ciertos  círculos  sociales,  como  “el 
elefante  blanco",  un  edificio  enorme  sin 
ningún  contenido,  ningún  color,  por  así  de- 
cirlo. 

En  1995,  se  cerró  el  Centro  entero  debi- 
do a conflictos  entre  la  mesa  directiva  y la 
administración  de  ese  entonces.  Se  llevó  a 
cabo  reuniones  comunitarias  con  discusio- 
nes apasionadas,  donde  yo  también  parti- 
cipé, resultando  en  la  resignación  del  di- 
rector, Roberto  Carrillo  y algunos  de  sus 
aliados.  Algunos  de  los  miembros  de  la 
mesa  directiva  también  dejaron  sus  pues- 
tos y en  una  de  las  reuniones  comunitarias 
hubieron  elecciones  donde  fueron  elegidos 
nuevos  miembros  para  ser  parte  de  la  mesa 
directiva.  Esa  mesa,  se  suponía,  sería  una 
mesa  provisional  hasta  que  se  llevarían  a 
cabo  otras  elecciones  con  más  participación 
de  artistas,  profesores  y miembros  de  la 
comunidad.  Desde  ese  entonces,  tres  de  los 
nuevos  miembros  han  dejado  sus  puestos. 

Al  parecer,  la  presidenta  de  la  mesa  di- 
rectiva, Cecilia  Guidos  (quien  era  una  de 
los  nuevos  miembros  por  quien  yo  voté) 
ha  interpretado  su  rol  de  manera  bastante 
amplia,  dejando  poco  espacio  para  un  pro- 
ceso democrático  de  participación  en  las 
decisiones  y continúa  la  tradición  del  Cen- 
tro de  excluir  a artistas  y miembros  comu- 
nitarios. Eso  no  es  por  lo  que  yo  voté. 

Yo  voté  por  algo  que  recuerdo  fue  posi- 
ble hace  mucho  tiempo,  pero  que  ha  sido 
olvido  dentro  de  toda  esta  trifulca.  Permí- 
teme la  indulgencia  de  unas  memorias  bue- 
nas del  lugar: 

Es  el  año  1978  y entro  al  primer 


piso  del  Centro  por  primera  vez. 

Los  jóvenes  se  están  riendo  y me 
echan  un  vistazo  mientras  pintan 
un  mural  de  un  héroe  latinoame- 
ricano sobre  el  vidrio  del  frente. 

La  música  te  zumba  en  los  oídos. 
Algunos  actores  jóvenes,  al  otro 
lado  y frente  un  escenario  gran- 
de, están  ensayando  sus  roles  para 
una  obra  que  será  presentada  a 
fines  de  ese  verano. 

Esto  fue  antes  de  la  renovación  en  que 
el  amplio  primer  piso  fue  reducido  a una 
pequeña  antesala  y un  teatro  chico  donde 
caben  sólo  140  personas.  La  renovación 
demoró  casi  cuatro  años  para  completar 
pero  no  importaba  mucho  ya  a esas  altu- 
ras, porque  cuando  al  fin  se  abrió  no  venia 
muchas  gentes  de  todas  maneras,  a pesar 
de  los  esfuerzos  de  los  diferentes  encarga- 
dos del  teatro  por  revivirlo. 

Activistas  culturales  (yo,  entre  otros)  y 
artistas  continuaron  organizando  eventos 
comunitarios  pero  ciertas  "consideraciones 
administrativas"  comenzaron  a interferir  en 
la  disponibilidad  del  espacio.  Me  parecía  a 
mí  que  un  oscuro  criterio  de  selección  em- 
pezó a ser  implementada.  El  área  que  con- 
tinuó sus  actividades  y continuó  siendo 
accesible  a la  comunidad  sin  mayores 
interferencias  fue  Misión  Gráfica  bajo  la 
dirección  de  René  Castro. 

A través  de  los  años,  ha  habido  un  sin- 
número de  personas  que  han  invertido  su 
tiempo,  dinero  y talento  en  el  Centro  Cul- 
tural de  la  Misión.  Algunos  luchando  por 

mantenerlo  accesible  por  medio  de  even- 
tos, otros  tratando  de  aprender  a ser  artista, 
y otros  intentando  sobrevivir  como  artista 
mientras  imparten  sus  conocimientos  a las 
siguientes  generaciones. 

Un  reciente  artículo  en  el  Bay  Guardian 
alabó  a cuatro  centros  culturales,  incluido 
el  Centro  Cultural  de  la  Misión,  por  obte- 
ner fondos  para  renovaciones.  Aunque  el 
Centro  tiene  algunos  problemas  estructu- 
rales que  necesitan  ser  corregidos  para  cum- 
plir con  los  planos  y los  códigos,  según  Mi- 
guel Pérez,  el  anterior  encargado  del  edifi- 
cio, ninguno  de  los  problemas  son  tan  se- 
veros como  para  justificar  que  el  Centro  se 
cierra  durante  las  propuestas  renovaciones. 
Hasta  ahora,  no  está  claro  si  estas  renova- 
ciones van  a requerir  un  cierre  "temporal". 

Se  descubrió,  durante  la  penúltima 
trifulca  en  1995,  que  miles  de  dólares  de 
fondos  fueron  perdidos  porque  la  adminis- 
tración y/o  la  mesa  directiva  de  ese  enton- 
ces no  habían  sometido  las  solicitudes  a 
tiempo.  Uno  de  los  proyectos  por  el  cual  se 
necesitaban  fondos  era  de  capacitación  ju- 
venil. Lo  que  no  está  claro  para  mí  es  por- 
qué la  Mesa  Directiva  tuvo  la  suficiente 
capacidad  para  obtener  fondos  para  una 
renovación  y sin  embargo  no  ha  sido  capaz 
de  obtener  fondos  para  la  operación  del 
Centro,  más  que  para  cubrir  las  necesida- 
des administrativas. 

Mientras  tanto,  se  están  implementando 
políticas  que  desaniman  una  participación 
comunitaria  significativa  en  actividades 
artísticas  y culturales,  políticas  como  el  de 
rentar  el  espacio  para  clases  de  aeróbica  en 
vez  de  permitir  su  uso  a artistas  para  dar 
clases. 

Mientras  que  jovenes  de  nuestra  comu- 
nidad son  capturados  por  el  sistema  de  jus- 
ticia criminal  por  rayar  grafiti,  vender  dro- 
gas o simplemente  por  estar  parados  en  al- 
guna esquina,  el  Centro  Cultural  de  la  Mi- 
sión "el  elefante  blanco"  sigue  solo. 

Mientras  artistas  nuevos  y experimen- 
tados siguen  disgustándose  con  la  política 
de  la  mesa,  “el  elefante  Blanco"  sigue  ais- 
lado. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 



Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Aranl,  D.D.S. 


Poem(s)  of  the  Month 


MY  SIZE 


Newspaper  ink  on  my  fingers 
morning  milky  taste  in  my  mouth 
From  wet  sidewalk  to 
hot  department  store 

Up  the  escalator 
The  lingerie  dept, 
has  gone  white  wicker, 
Unmentionable  garden 

I search  for  my  usual  rack 
A saleslady  ignores  me,  wraps 
lacy  purchases, 
crisply  pulls  carbons  from  a 
credit  card  receipt. 

Finally,  staring,  she  says 
"We  don’t  carry  your  size". 

My  size  does  not  need  to  be  carried. 
My  size  danced  all  night  then 
swam  a half  mile  this  morning. 

I’m  like  you,  lady, 
from  marrow  to  eyelash, 
but  more  so. 

And  I do  not  apologize 
for  my  size. 

by  Debora  Iyall 


MY  WAY  IS 
VERSE 

Without  my  will,  my  way  is  verse- 
blood  too  full  of  ink  to  fight  it- 
although,  by  line,  the  pay  is  worse 
than  the  wine  I drink  to  write  it. 


Dusty  Blood 


Send  your  poetry/spoken  word/written 
word  submissions  to 
Barbara  Bennett 
New  Mission  News 
777  Valencia 
S.F.  CA  94110 
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AMCKabuki  8, 1881  Post  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

lack  London  Cinema  9,  lack  London  Square 
100  Washington  SL.  Oakland,  CA  . -'-•V 
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BORREGO  'Finally,  a film  with  a Native  perspective  of  America  that  takes  an  unflinching  look  at  race  and  identity. 
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LEVELS  For  more  information,  call:  415-908-6770  • http://www.new-millennia-films.com 
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Here  Comes  The  Rain 
In  The  Heart  Of  The  Mission 

Kenneth  McGough  • Photographs  (Cuba) 

Ramon  Antonio  Silva  • Paintings  (Mexico) 

Victor  Cartagena  • Paintings  (El  Salvador) 

Juan  Soto  • Sculptures  (Peru) 

Opening  Reception 

Friday,  February  28,  1997  Exhibition:  25  February  - 23  March 

6:00pm  - 9:00pm 


Balazo  Gallery 

2811  Mission  near  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 
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Cyberspace 


The  Club  Coffee  House  and  adjacent 
Cyber  Bazaar  are  the  two  interlinked 
businesses  catering  to  the  caffeine  driven 
and  computer  oriented  90’s  bohemians 
that  have  established  themselves  as  one 
of  the  Mission’s  high  profile  community 
within  a community.  The  Club  opened 
its  doors  just  a little  over  five  years  ago, 
when  locals  seeking  a cafe  ambiance  and 
perhaps  a game  of  chess,  had  to  trek  on 
down  to  either  16th  or  24th  or  16th  Street 
and  mix  contend  with  the  cross-town  and 
cross-Bay  mobs  of  "auslanders". 

The  Club’s  convenient  location  soon 
made  it  the  coffee  house  of  choice  for 
Mission  residents.  While  location,  loca- 
tion, location  are  often  cited  as  the  three 
main  reasons  a business  succeeds,  the 
Club  has  always  had  a few  other  things 
going  for  it,  not  the  least  of  which  is  that 
coffee.  The  Club’s  coffee  surpasses  any 
non-prescription  stimulant  in  its  power 
to  set  your  central  nervous  system  into 
warp  drive  and  the  fearsome  "Hammer- 
head", a large  house  coffee  with  a shot 
espresso  tossed  in,  is  not  for  the  faint  of 
heart  or  early  to  bed.  Club\Cyber  Bazaar 
owner  Yousef  Barakat  prefers  to  think  of 
the  coffee  as  "rich"  rather  than  strong  and 
unabashedly  calls  his  house  blend  "the 
best  in  San  Francisco". 

For  those  desiring  a less  intense  caf- 
feinated  experience,  the  Club  has  a full 
range  of  lattes,  mochas  and  the  like,  as 
well  as  a wide  variety  of  fresh  pastries, 
juices,  quiches  and  all  the  other  high 
quality  accouterments  of  the  coffee 
house  experience. 

The  Club’s  community  bulletin  board 
has,  over  the  years,  evolved  into  one  the 
great  works  of  communal  art  with  the 
neighborhoods  eclectic  soul  raggedly  ex- 
pressed in  the  juxtaposition  of  room-to- 
share  notices  for  vegan  transsexuals  who 
like  cats,  offers  of  one-way  tickets  to  New 
York,  fliers  for  Spanish  classes  and  the 
indecipherable  rants  of  Lone  Star  Swan. 
It’s  always  a fascinating  read  and  rivals 
for  aesthetic  appeal,  the  Club’s  rotating 


Caffeinated 

art  show,  which  has  featured  some  of  the 
city’s  best  emerging  painters. 

Once  the  Club  had  developed  a 
regular  clientele  and  the  surrounding  few 
blocks  of  Valencia  began  bursting  to  the 
seams  with  restaurants  and  night  spots, 
Barakat  began  looking  for  opportunities 
to  expand  his  operation  on  Valencia 
Street.  Over  the  course  of  many  conver- 
sations with  customers,  he  decided  that  a 
centrally  located  business  offering 
desktop  publishing,  Internet  and  full 
compliment  of  computer  related  services 
was  something  that  the  neighborhood 
needed. 

Just  to  make  sure,  he  covered  all  the 
bases.  The  new  business,  located  right 
next  door  to  the  Club,  included  mailbox 
and  mailing  services,  stationary  supplies 
and  copying  machines.  The  name  Cyber 
Bazaar  indicates  the  computer  orienta- 
tion, as  well  as  the  potpourri  of  other 
things  intended  to  fill  in  the  gaps  in 
Valencia  Street’s  retail  venue. 

Cyber  Bazaar,  which  has  been  open  a 
little  over  a year,  has  proved  to  be  suc- 
cessful in  anticipating  local  needs.  Busi- 
nesses, bands  and  individuals  have  been 
coming  by  on  an  increasingly  regular 
basis  to  print  promotional  fliers,  wedding 
announcements,  lost  pet  posters  and 
resumes.  Some  of  the  coffee  house  crowd 
come  in  from  next-door  to  surf  the  Inter- 
net and  many  people  are  finding  it’s  a real 
convenience  to  have  a stationary  supplies 
place  open  to  8 p.m. 

The  desktop  publishing  aspect  of 
Cyber  Bazaar  has  just  started  to  take  off. 
Cyber  Bazaar  prints  the  bulletin  of  the 
local  Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  As- 
sociation that  focus  on  the  pre-quake 
Victorian  heritage  of  the  Mission.  A 
second  publication  also  being  produced 
at  Cyber  Bazaar,  "The  Arabian",  deals 
with  both  local  and  international  issues 
of  interest  to  the  Bay  Area’s  growing 
Arab  community. 

Bakarat  would  like  to  see  the  desktop 
aspect  of  his  business  expand  to  include 


Club\Cyberbazzar  owner  Yousef  Barakat 

some  of  the  newsletters  of  the  Mission’s 
many  arts  and  community  groups. 

There  has  been  concern  in  some 
quarters  regarding  the  gentrification  of 
Valencia  Street  and  a business  focus  that 
is  oriented  more  towards  those  from  out- 
side the  community.  In  this  regard,  Cyber 
Bazaar  reverses  the  pattern  and  provides 
a necessary  balance  by  keeping  its  em- 


Photo by  Nancy  Opitz 

phasis  on  the  types  of  goods  and  services 
that  Mission  residents  have  expressed  a 
need.  Let’s  hope  Barakat  is  a trend  setter. 

The  Club  Coffee  House  is  located  at 
920  Valencia  and  open  everyday  from  6 
am.  to  midnight,  call  821-7112 

Cyber  Bazaar  is  located  at  924  Valencia 
and  open  Monday  through  Saturday  9 a.m. 
to  8 p.m.,  call  642-0559. 


YOGA  SOCIETY  OF  SF 


Our  Professional  staff  offers  a variety  of  styles  and  techniques,  mainly  in  the 
classical  Hatha  yoga  tradition.  Classes  include  stretching,  toning, 
pranayamafbreathing  exercises)  and  deep  relaxation. 

We  also  offer  Vedic  Fire  Ceremony,  meditation,  Chi-Kung  and  workshops. 


2872  Folsom  Si.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Call  for  info  (415)  285-5537 


Monday  Night  Martini  Madness 

Martinis  $3.50  Every  Monday 
Complimentary  Schnapps 
Entertainment  at  10:30  pm 
by  Karla  Gay  Dj  Marco 
Domestic  Beer  $1.25  9-2  am 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (416)  861-6767 

BETWEEN  MISSION  8t  VALENCIA 


Celebrate  Valentines  Day 

at  Esta  Noche 
Friday,  February  14th 

Special  Happy  Hour  Party  4 to  8 
Special  Show  at  1 1 Karla  Gay  & Co. 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)861-5757 
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Valencia  Soul 

Mike’s  Kitchen  Is  Hot 


Milton  Turner  and  Randy  Bullock  with  one  of  Mike’s  legendary  links. 
Photo  by  Nancy  Opitz 


On  Valencia  Street,  you  can  gob- 
ble chow  from  every  corner  of  the  globe 
— there’s  Vietnamese  and  Middle  East- 
ern and  Chinese  and  Italian  and  Thai  and 
French  and  Korean  and  Spanish  and 
Mexican  and  Indian  - but  something  is 
missing.  Where  can  you  find  authentic 
American  cuisine?  Where’s  the  soul 
food?  Where’s  the  combread,  the  catfish, 
the  ribs  and  the  grits? 

Don’t  worry  - it’s  finally  arrived!  You 
can  get  that  southern  feeling  in  your 
tummy  now  at  Mike’s  Kitchen,  on  the 
corner  of  15th  and  Valencia.  You  don’t 
need  to  journey  to  Hayes  Valley  or 
Bayview  or  the  Western  Addition 
anymore,  no!  You  can  eat  mustard 
greens  and  everything  else  right  here  in 
your  own  neighborhood. 

I had  dinner  there  with  my  neighbor 
Rebecca,  who  was  skeptical  because  she 
just  felt  so  certain  that  it  wasn’t  going  to 
be  as  scrumptious  as  her  family  bar- 
becues back  in  Houston,  Texas.  "My 
grandpa  - he  really  know  how  to  fry  fish," 
she  kept  saying.  Rebecca’s  arrogance 
turned  into  humility,  though,  when  she 
bit  into  Mike’s  red  snapper,  layered  with 
commeal  batter  on  the  fish  platter  plate. 
"Yeah,  that’s  good,  real  good,"  she  con- 
ceded, "but  the  gumbo,  it  won’t  be  the 
equal  of  my  Aunt  Eleanor’s " 

Wrong  again,  neighbor.  Louisiana 
Style  Gumbo  is  a specialty  at  Mike’s. 
Generous  chunks  of  crab,  sausage,  chick- 
en, shrimp  and  oyster  swim  divinely  in  a 
broth  of  celery,  onions  and  parsley.  "It’s 
great,"  Rebecca  admitted,  "but  what 
about  grits?  My  Uncle  Stan  makes  grits 
like  nobody  else." 

We  were  too  wedged  with  seafood  to 
devour  anything  else  at  the  moment,  so 


we  stumbled  back  the  next  day  for  break- 
fast. Two  eggs,  chubby  hot  links  and  a 
huge  pile  of  grits  for  only  $3.49.  Rebecca 
had  to  nod  once  again  that  the  cooks  at 
Mike’s  had  whupped  her  own  family 
meals. 

The  hot  links,  in  particular  demanded 
our  reverence.  Thick  and  juicy  and  pep- 
pery hot,  they  were  the  best  darn  sausages 
I’ve  ever  wolfed  down,  anytime, 
anywhere.  The  kind  , smiling  chefs,  Gail 
Barnes,  Milton  Turner  and  Vemell 
Guthrie,  told  us  the  bran  name  is 
"Homes"  and  they’re  made  right  around 
the  block  at  14th  and  Mission.  Hot  links 
are  also  available  in  a sandwich. 

I grew  up  on  a farm,  so  I’m  familiar 
with  and  affectionate  towards  Mike’s 
entrees.  If  you  grew  up  urban  and  north- 
ern though,  you  might  be  unduly 
frightened  by  some  of  the  items  - the  ox 
tails,  the  pig’s  feet,  the  ham  hocks  and 
giblets.  My  advice  to  you  is  don’t  be  a 
sissy,  don’t  be  squeamish.  Get  down 
there  and  dig  your  chompers  into  this 
grub. 

Pig’s  Feet  is  my  permanent  favorite. 
My  family  craved  it  to  such  an  extreme 
that  it  became  our  main  course  at  Easter 
and  Christmas  dinners.  The  most  violent 
debate  in  my  family  still  is  what’s  the  best 
part?  The  pig’s  feet  skin,  or  the  cartilage, 
or  the  tendon,  or  the  meat?  Try  it  your- 
self and  enter  the  fray. 

Oxtail  was  a close  second.  The  meat’s 
good  but  the  marrow  is  what  we  fought 
over.  It’s  smooth  and  delicious  scooped 
up  on  either  a salt  cracker  or  sourdough 
bread. 

Back  at  Mike’s,  I talked  to  the  owner 
who  is  named  (you  guessed  it)  Mike.  He 
says,  "When  I started  the  restaurant,  I 
wanted  it  to  be  just  fish,  seafood,  because 


I love  fish.  I buy  it  fresh  in  the  morning  at 
San  Francisco  piers.  So,  I served  fish  but 
people  kept  asking  for  chicken  wings  or 
ribs  and  other  things,  and  I wanted  to 
satisfy  the  appetites  of  the  neighbor- 
hood." (Valencia  Gardens,  with  its 
African-American  palates  is  nearby.) 
Slowly  but  surely,  Mike  added  items  until 
he  reached  today’s  full  soul  menu.  This 
includes  pork  chops,  fried  chicken, 
smothered  round  steak,  spaghetti,  ham- 
burgers, rice,  beans  and  fries,  besides 
what  I already  mentioned. 

If  you’ve  got  a sugar  tooth,  the  peach 
cobbler  or  the  sweet  potato  pie  might  be 


just  your  thing.  In  the  oeverage  depart- 
ment, there’s  Cokes,  7-Up,  A&W  Root 
Beer,  cream  soda  and  some  juices  called 
"Mystics"  and  "Crookeds". 

Mike’s  Kitchen  is  take-out  only  and 
their  phone  number  is  626-3397.  It’s 
open  Monday  through  Saturday,  11  a.m. 
to  9 p.m.  and  on  Sunday,  1 1 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 
The  daily  specials  cost  $6.99,  and  you’ll 
have  to  let  your  belt  out  a couple  of 
notches  to  get  it  all  down. 

Hank  Hyena 


Gourmet  Tapas  & Paella 


Paella  catering 
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We  invite  you  to  land  on  the  new  planet  on 
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PLANET  HEALTH 

Come  into  health  territory  and  discover 
a world  of  Natural  Food  Groceries. 
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Cruelty  Free  Cosmetics. 
Environmental  Household  Products. 
Vitamins  & Supplements. 

Organic  Juice  & Coffee  Bar. 

Friendly  Staff  & Soothing  Atmosphere. 
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San  Francisco  (415)  558-9150 
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Selection  of 
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Brazilian,  Carib- 
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Selected  music 
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693  Guerrero  St  <§ 

18th,  San  Francisco 
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Sunday  from  1 to  6. 
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Black  & White  film  developing  (no  prints) 
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Copy  old  photos,  $5.00  for  negative  (no  restoration) 
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HEALTH  MATTERS 

UlUciii  VJdlUCIIHIg 

by  Elizabeth  Platt 

by  Richard  Pitt 

Wr  ** 

Made  in  the  Shade 

Winter  Colds  and  Flus 

Too  many  people  give  up  on  starl- 
ing a garden  because  their  yards  are 
shady.  In  a city  where  small  yards  are 
often  hemmed  in  by  buildings  and  trees, 
shade  can  be  as  big  a problem  here  as  the 
wind  and  fog.  It’s  doubly  frustrating  when 
this  happens  in  the  Mission,  where  sun- 
nier weather  prevails.  I can  empathize  - 
my  own  yard  faces  north,  and  a neighbor’s 
tree  shades  it  on  one  side.  The  garden 
along  the  north  side  of  the  house  hasn’t 
seen  direct  sunlight  for  90  years  — it’s  as 
if  I’ve  got  some  sort  of  cave  back  there! 
Yet  weeds  grow  there  — proof  that  even 
in  the  shadiest  of  yards,  something  can 
grow.  It  might  take  a bit  more  effort  than 
gardening  in  a perfect,  sunny,  southern 
exposure  garden,  but  it  can  be  done. 
There’s  no  need  to  abandon  a shaded 
area  to  the  weeds. 

First,  analyze  just  how  shady  your  gar- 
den really  is  - don’t  forget  that  the  time 
of  year  will  affect  this.  For  example,  my 
yard  gets  little  direct  sunlight  in  the 
winter,  typical  of  a northern  exposure, 
but  gets  enough  heat  and  sun  in  the  sum- 
mer to  grow  sweet  com  and  tomatoes. 
Are  you  dealing  with  total  shade,  light 
(filtered,  dappled)  shade,  or  a combina- 
tion of  shade  and  sun  at  different  times 
of  the  day?  it’s  not  uncommon  for  urban 
yards  to  be  shaded  at  sunup  and  sunset, 
yet  see  direct  sunlight  at  midday.  So  ifyou 
get  at  least  six  to  eight  hours  of  direct  sun 
a day  in  the  summer,  you  could  try  your 
hand  at  growing  tomatoes,  corn,  beans 
and  other  fruiting  vegetables.  (Remem- 
ber that  some  heat-loving  crops,  such  as 
melons  or  okra,  can  be  dicey  in  even  the 
sunniest  San  Francisco  garden.) 

Reading  up  on  the  topic  helps;  unfor- 
tunately, most  shade-gardening  books 
and  articles  focus  on  ornamental  garden- 
ing, not  edibles.  If  your  heart  is  set  on 
planting  a potager  or  kitchen  garden, 
reading  material  is  a lot  skimpier.  Lucki- 
ly, Organic  Gardening  magazine  (in  their 
April,  1995  issue)  put  together  a list  of 
vegetables,  herbs,  and  fruit  that  can  grow 
in  shadier  sights.  Not  surprisingly,  most 
of  them  do  well  in  our  cooler  climate.  I’ve 
added  a few  additional  selections  to  their 


list,  as  well  as  some  popular  ornamentals 
for  shady  gardens.  Before  you  plant,  bear 
in  mind  that  the  less  sunlight  you  get,  the 
more  you’ll  have  to  stick  with  leafy  veg- 
gies, as  fruit  and  roots  may  not  form  well 
if  they  don’t  get  at  least  their  minimum 
sun  requirement. 

• Vegetables:  Arugula,  asparagus, 
beets,  chard,  cabbage,  Chinese  cabbage, 
collards,  cress,  horseradish,  kale,  lettuce, 
mustard,  peas,  radish,  rhubarb,  spinach, 
turnips.  You  can  also  try  short-season 
varieties  of  summer  squash  and  beans. 

Fruit:  Alpine  strawberries,  Asian 
(hardy)  kiwi,  gooseberries,  lingonber- 
ries,  salal  berry,  salmonberries, 
thimbleberries,  wintergreen. 

• Herbs  and  edible  flowers:  Bee  balm 
(monarda),  borage,  chamomiles,  chervil, 
chives,  costmary,  dill,  lemon  balm, 
lovage,  miner’s  lettuce  (winter  purslane), 
nasturtium,  oregano,  parsley,  sages,  sor- 
rel, thymes,  sweet  woodruff,  viola 
(johnny-jump-up).  There  are  also  many 
less  common  herbs  (such  as  medicináis) 
that  do  well  in  shade. 

• Ornamentals:  Azalea,  baby’s  tears, 
bamboos,  begonias,  bleeding  heart, 
camellia,  cljvias,  creeping  jenny,  dead 
nettle,  forget-me-not,  foxglove 
(digitalis),  fuchsia,  ferns,  hostas  (plan- 
tain lily),  holly,  Japanese  maples,  lily-of- 
the  valley,  monkshood,  periwinkle, 
rhododendron,  star  jasmine.  Temperate 
orchids  can  be  grown  outside  in  con- 
tainers. 

If  all  else  fails,  grow  mushrooms.  This 
isn’t  a joke  - there  are  a number  of  mush- 
rooms that  can  be  grown  outdoors,  such 
as  the  "King  Stropharia"  and  the  morel. 
Mycological  gardening  is  still  pretty  off- 
beat, so  you’ll  need  to  do  your 
homework,  and  some  of  the  books  on  the 
subject  can  be  awfully  technical. 

One  final  note:  when  it  comes  to 
deep,  deep  shade,  some  people  just  plant 
ivy,  which  does  in  fact  grow  well  in  shade 
- it  could  probably  grow  on  Mars,  for 
that  matter.  But  before  you  do  the  ivy- 
thing,  remember  that  it  also  provides  an 
ideal  habitat  for  slugs,  snails,  mice,  and 
rats.  This  is  one  instance  where  weeds  are 
a better  idea! 


The  winter  months  are  always  a dif- 
ficult time.  Many  of  us  get  colds  and 
various  infections  that  can  keep  us  home 
from  work  and  make  us  miserable. 
Children  often  catch  recurrent  colds  and 
flus  from  other  children.  It  seems  that 
every  few  years  a particularly  virulent  flu 
occurs,  which  unfortunately,  affects  most 
strongly  the  older  and  weaker  among  us. 
As  many  of  the  infections  are  viral,  an- 
tibiotics are  not  effective,  and  the  best  we 
can  do  is  relieve  any  pain  and  fever  and 
wait  for  our  body  to  recover. 

Although  most  situations  will  get  bet- 
ter in  time,  there  are  some  things  that  can 
be  done.  There  are  certain  remedies  in 
homeopathy  that  are  used  to  treat  acute 
diseases.  Homeopathy  works  by  finding 
a remedy  that  matches  the  specific 
symptoms  of  a condition.  Therefore, 
more  than  one  remedy  may  be  used  to 
treat  a situation,  with  the  exact  remedy 
needed  depending  on  the  exact 
symptoms  that  the  person  is  experienc- 
ing. The  following  list  may  come  in  handy 
the  next  time  you  find  yourself,  a friend 
or  family  member  suffering  from  the  flu. 
The  remedies  described  can  be  found  in 
most  health  food  shops. 

Gelsemium  (Y ellow  Jasmine)  is  a yel- 
low flowering  plant,  indigenous  to  the 
southern  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
useful  for  colds  and  flus  that  develop  in 
autumn  and  spring,  especially  when  the 
weather  is  humid.  This  remedy  may  be 
needed  when  there  is  soreness  and  the 
body  aches  all  over,  especially  in  the 
spine.  There  is  great  drowsiness  and 
sleepiness,  and  the  whole  body  feels 
heavy,  even  the  eyelids.  There  can  often 
be  a chill,  especially  running  up  and  down 
the  back  and,  although  a person  feels  hot, 
there  is  a lack  of  thirst.  The  symptoms 
tend  to  come  on  slowly,  gradually  build- 
ing in  intensity. 

Eupatorium  Perf.  (Boneset)  is  for 
symptoms  somewhat  similar  to  Gel- 
semium. There  is  a deep  aching,  often  in 
the  back,  but  here  the  pain  feels  as  if  it  is 
in  the  bones,  making  it  hard  to  get  com- 
fortable in  bed.  People  needing  this 
remedy  may  say  the  bed  feels  too  hard. 
They  may  be  very  restless,  wanting  to 
move  to  relieve  the  soreness.  The  aching 


may  be  so  intense  they  feel  as  if  their  back 
is  breaking.  There  is  also  a strong  chill, 
felt  in  the  back,  and  the  chill  is  much 
worse  after  drinking.  However,  there  is 
often  a strong  thirst  (which  is  different  to 
Gelsemium).  It  is  good  for  stomach  flu 
when  there  is  nausea  and  vomiting,  and 
the  nausea  is  made  worse  by  looking  at  or 
smelling  food. 

Aconite  (Monkshood)  is  more  often 
indicated  at  the  beginning  of  colds  and 
flus,  when  the  weather  is  very  cold  and 
dry.  The  symptoms  come  on  suddenly 
and  intensely.  The  fever  can  often  be  very 
high  and  feel  like  a dry  burning  heat;  a 
chill  coming  in  waves  may  also  occur. 
There  is  often  a strong  thirst  for  cold 
water  during  the  fever  and  the  person  is 
often  restless.  This  is  a good  remedy  for 
acute  ear  pain  that  comes  on  after  ex- 
posure to  a cold,  dry  wind.  The  key  to 
knowing  when  to  use  Aconite,  though,  is 
the  suddeness  and  intensity  of  symptoms. 

Bryonia  (Wild  Hops)  is  another  very 
useful  remedy  used  in  homeopathy.  The 
signal  for  trying  this  remedy  is  when 
patients  appear  to  hate  motion  and  ac- 
tivity. During  the  fever,  they  will  want  to 
be  left  alone  and  not  want  to  move.  All 
their  pains  get  worse  with  motion,  espe- 
cially the  headache  and  eyeaches  they 
suffer  with.  People  who  need  Bryonia  can 
also  be  quite  irritable  and  oversensitive. 
The  symptoms  come  on  quite  slowly  and 
build  up.  Patients  also  can  have  a strong 
thirst  for  large  amounts  of  water. 

These  are  just  a few  of  the  remedies 
that  can  be  indicated.  There  are  many 
more  that  are  also  used  for  the  wide 
variety  of  colds  we  get.  There  are  also 
many  books  that  help  in  finding  the  cor- 
rect remedy  for  acute  ailments.  Two  good 
ones  are  The  Consumers  Guide  to 
Homeopathy  by  Dana  Ullman  and  The 
Complete  Homeopathy  Handbook  by 
Miranda  Castro.  They  also  give  a good 
background  to  homeopathy  in  general. 

Richard  Pitt  RS  Horn,  CCH  is  a prac- 
titioner and  teacher  of  homeopathy.  His 
office  is  at  Dolores  Park  Homeopathy,  3689 
18th  St.,  San  Francisco.  Phone:  415-565- 
0979. 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  Leaver 


The  Wanikiki  Forces 


I have  just  recently  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Cuba  and  must  tell  you  what’s 
happening.  One  can  argue  about  many 
things  but  Havana  is  certainly  the  center 
of  the  Cuban  music  industry  and  tourist 
trade.  As  Cuban  society  has  opened  its 
doors  to  tourists  and  allowed  musicians 
to  travel  more  easily,  Cuban  music  has 
reached  a larger  audience.  Cuban 
musicians  look  to  Europe  and  Japan 
where  they  can  earn  some  serious  dollars, 
and  tourists  from  Spain,  Italy,  Germany 
and  Canada  bring  their  "wanikiki" 
(money)  to  Cuba  to  buy  pleasure.  The 
introduction  of  these  "market  forces" 
into  the  Cuban  economy  has  changed  the 
criteria  for  popular  music.  There  are 
more  groups  playing  a generic  sounding 
salsa  and,  of  course,  more  international 
pop  music  for  the  forced  pleasure  of  the 
tropical  tourist.  In  the  past,  the  standard 
would  have  been  measured  by  the 
musician’s  union  or  the  response  of 
strictly  Cuban  audiences.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is:  Will  the  tourists  like  it  or  will  it 
make  money?  Still,  the  musical  standard 
in  Cuba  remains  a cut  above  the  norm 
elsewhere  because  the  traditions  run  so 
deep  and  the  best  musical  education  is 
available  to  the  talented. 

Salsa  rules  the  day  in  Cuba  and  they 
do  listen  to  New  York,  Miami  & Puerto 
Rican  salseros,  but  their  passions  and 
loyalties  are  with  El  Medico,  Paulito,  Los 
Van  Van,  Charanga  Habanera  and,  of 
course,  Isaac  (Delgado).  Most  Cubans 
know  all  the  popular  songs  because  when 
a song  becomes  popular,  it  is  played  con- 


stantly on  the  radio  and  by  the  self-ap- 
pointed DJ’s  you  find  on  every  block  and 
in  every  taxi.  Everyone,  from  one  to 
ninety  years  of  age,  knows  "Arriba  de  la 
Bola",  the  massive  hit  of  1995/96  by 
Manolin,  better  known  as  "El  Medico  de 
La  Salsa."  In  fact,  the  expression  has  be- 
come a part  of  everyday  language,  as  with 
his  coro  "Prepárate  pa’  lo  que  viene" 
(prepare  yourself  for  what’s  coming..)  In 
his  most  recent  hit  he  sings  at  the  start 
"somos  amigos,  somos  hermanos,  es- 
tamos unidos  [sounds  like  Estados 
Unidos],  somos  Cubanos,  ...somos  los 
que  hay,  lo  que  se  venden  como  pan 
caliente,"  (literally:  We  are  friends,  we 
are  brothers,  we  are  united,  we’re 
Cubans,  we  are  them,  that  they  sell  like 
hot  bread). 

Once  again,  all  of  Cuba  knows  this 
song.  There’s  often  some  sort  of  social 
commentary  going  on  but  it  is  usually 
circumspect;  it’s  inferred  not  stated,  and 
that  leaves  it  to  the  listeners  to  debate 
and  speculate.  No  one  is  going  to  sing 
"Things  here  suck,  I want  out,  things  have 
to  change  now";  the  true  sonero  must 
master  the  art  of  expressing  himself  in 
double-meaning,  then  he  can  always  deny 
anything  controversial. 

Los  Van  Van  remain  as  popular  as 
ever  — it  seems  that  every  song  on  their 
last  release,  "Ay  Dios,  Ampárame!",  was 
a hit  in  Cuba.  Charanga  Habanera  have  a 
number  of  new  songs  getting  heavy  radio 
play  and  they  are  definitely  getting 
stronger  as  a group.  Cubans  love  to  argue 
and  debate  about  anything,  especially 
music;  I saw  two  men  arguing  over  who 
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was  better,  Paulito  or  El  Medico  - who’s 
the  better  singer  or  the  better  improviser 
— and  I thought  for  sure  it  would  come  to 
blows.  One  of  the  most  important  and 
popular  bands  this  decade,  NG  La 
Banda,  seems  to  have  lost  much  of  their 
popularity,  partly  because  they  have  been 
abroad  on  tour  most  of  the  last  couple  of 
years  and  their  music  is  more  oriented  to 
an  international  audience.  Many  think 
their  new  songs  are  just  total  nonsense. 
Charisma  and  live  performances  - espe- 


cially television  which  provides  many  op- 
portunities for  Cuban  musicians  — are 
still  the  main  determinants  of  an  artist’s 
popularity.  The  Cuban  market  is  not  yet 
determined  by  marketing  manipulation 
but  the  sharks  are  circling.  Even  Jerry 
Masucci,  Mr.  Fania  Records  himself,  is 
basically  living  in  La  Habana,  trying  to 
sign  everyone  he  can.  I fear  that  the  Gold- 
en Age  of  Cuban  music  could  be  seriously 
compromised  as  "market  forces",  rather 
than  musical  forces,  take  control. 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


Come  Visit  the  New  Location  of 

ITIikcs  Kitchen 


Tlte  Finest  Co  ad Food  in  t/ve  City 


Snappers/Prawns/ Oysters 
Louisiana  Style  Gumbo 
Fried  Chicken 
Greens 

Peach  Cobblers 
Sweet  Potato  Pies 


401  Valencia  St.  4is 

(Corner  of  Valencia  & 15th)  626-3397 


11  th  Anniversary 

Sale 


On  Custom 

Framing 


Diego  Rivera 

La  Vendedora  De  Alcatraces 


(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  @ 20th  San  Francisco 
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AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  1 
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f 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  * SF 
r 431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  - SF 
864-8840 
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